Summary of Proposed Revisions to

 Proposed Regulations for Compostable Material Handling Operations and Facilities Subsequent to First 15-Day Comment Period

Note to the reader: Proposed revisions made after the first15-day period are highlighted in this summary.  The section title and number are listed first and the revision follows after the solid bullet.  The reasoning for the change follows after the hollow bullet.

Example:

Section title and number of proposed change (17XXX)

· Summary of the proposed change

· Reasoning behind the proposed change

Excluded Activities (Section 17855)
· The within-vessel exclusion limit was increased from 5 cubic yards to 50 cubic yards of any type of feedstock.

· Board staff received numerous comments suggesting that the 5 cubic yard within-vessel excluded limit was both unnecessary and onerous.  After considering this issue, Board staff agreed that any increased risk to the public health, safety and the environment due to increased on-site volumes would be mitigated by the within-vessel processing system.  Board staff also agreed that requiring a Compostable Materials Handling Facility Permit for operations using within-vessel processing on relatively small volumes would be overly burdensome.

Pre-existing Permits and Notifications (Section 17855.4)

· Clarified that any existing operation or facility that is required to obtain a different permit as a result of these proposed regulations will be allowed up to two years to obtain that permit.

· The proposed language was ambiguous and could be construed to mean that existing operations and facilities would have to cease operations until the proper permit was obtained.

Research Composting Operations (Section 17862)

· Added language that would allow greater than 5,000 cubic yards of feedstock, chipped and ground material and compost on-site at research composting operations utilizing within-vessel processing, if the EA determines that such increased volume will not pose additional risk to the public health, safety and the environment.  
· Board staff would like to encourage research on within-vessel composting provided such research could be accomplished without additional risk to public health, safety and the environment.

Non-substantial Revisions Made to the Text

· The following sections were modified to either clarify the regulation text or to correct clerical errors within the text:  17853, 17854, 17855, 17855.4, 17856, 17857.1, 17862, 17862.1, 17863, 17863.4, 17866, 17868.1, 17868.3, 17868.5, 18103.1, 18227

