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To:
Mark Murray, Kay Martin, Paul Relis, Rob Bernheimer, George Larson, Bill Magavern, Kathy Lynch, Yvonne Hunter, Evan Edgar, John McInnes, Jeff Yann, Greg Pirie

From:

California Integrated Waste Management Board



Waste Prevention and Market Development Division

Subject:
DRAFT CONVERSION TECHNOLOGY PERMITTING REGULATIONS

As you know, last year the Board directed staff to begin developing regulations concerning the permitting of “conversion” technologies.  Before the Board ever considers formal adoption of any regulatory package, our general practice has been to undertake a two-part series of informal activities. The first part, the subject of this request, is to have a small group of knowledgeable experts review staff’s first draft regulations to ensure that all major issues are being addressed.  The second part, after comments from this small group have been received and applicable comments have been incorporated into a revised draft of the regulations, is to provide a wider audience with an opportunity for informal input.  This opportunity would be through informal workshops that will be scheduled this summer.  It is only after those workshops that staff will bring an agenda item to our Board that requests initiation of a formal 45-day comment period. 

Given this background, we are soliciting initial review comments from you, as part of the small group of knowledgeable experts.  Attached is a copy of draft conversion technology regulations for your review and comment.  The following is a summary of the draft regulations:

· Apply to conversion technology facilities [i.e., facilities using anaerobic digestion (as opposed to anaerobic composting); catalytic cracking; distillation; gasification; hydrolysis; pyrolysis; and transesterification];

· Do not apply to activities using biomass conversion, composting, or incineration;

· Apply the existing “3-part test” regarding source separation, residuals, and putrescibles [The “3-part test” is found in the transfer/processing regulations attachment under section 17402.5(d)];

· Exclude very small conversion technology activities conducted in a closed environment;

· Require a Full Solid Waste Facilities Permit for a conversion technology facility;

· Require a conversion technology research operation (i.e., receives no more than 100 tpd; more if EA makes a specified determination) to meet the Enforcement Agency Notification requirements; and

· Require conversion technology facilities to comply with the same state minimum standards as transfer/processing facilities [See transfer/processing regulations attachment].

The attachments include the draft conversion technology regulatory requirements and related transfer/processing regulations.  Although this is a public document, please do not distribute.  A revised draft will be widely distributed once your comments are incorporated.

We would greatly appreciate a rapid response on your part.  Comments on the attached draft regulations should be received by April 4, 2003.  Comments or questions on the proposed draft should be directed to:






Brian Larimore




Waste Prevention and Market Development Division




California Integrated Waste Management Board





1001 I St., P.O. Box 4025





Sacramento, CA  95812




Phone: (916) 341-6579   Fax: (916) 319-7540

Attachments

California Environmental Protection Agency

Printed on Recycled Paper

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/.
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