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To:
Mark Murray, Kay Martin, Paul Relis, Ron Menville, Jr., George Larson, Bill Magavern, Kathy Lynch, Yvonne Hunter, Evan Edgar, John McInnes, Jeff Yann, Greg Pirie

From:

California Integrated Waste Management Board



Waste Prevention and Market Development Division

Subject:
REVISED DRAFT CONVERSION TECHNOLOGY PERMITTING REGULATIONS

In response to your input on the draft conversion technology regulations, mailed March 18, 2003, the draft regulations were revised.  We are soliciting additional input from you, as part of the small group of knowledgeable experts.  Board staff will schedule a teleconference for a date between May 20 and May 23 to address outstanding issues.  E-mail or call Brian Larimore concerning best date and time for the teleconference (see back page for contact information).  

Attached for your reference are copies of the draft conversion technology regulatory requirements, related transfer/processing regulations, and summary/discussion of main concepts.  A revised draft will be widely distributed after your comments at the teleconference are incorporated.

The following summarizes the main concepts of the draft regulations:

· Apply to conversion technology facilities [i.e., facilities using catalytic cracking, distillation, gasification, hydrolysis, and pyrolysis];

· Do not apply to activities using biomass conversion, composting, anaerobic digestion, or incineration;

· Facilities that meet the requirements for a recycling center (“3-part test” regarding source separation, residuals, and putrescibles) would not be subject to regulation [The “3-part test” is found in the transfer/processing regulations attachment under section 17402.5(d)];

· Conversion technology operations and facilities that might be considered as “manufacturers” would not be subject to regulation if they meet definition of “recycling center;” 

· Exclude very small conversion technology activities conducted in a closed environment;

· Do not require a permit for very small conversion technology research operations (must meet Enforcement Agency Notification requirements instead); and

· Require conversion technology facilities to comply with the same state minimum standards as transfer/processing facilities [See transfer/processing regulations attachment].

Several revisions were made to the regulations based on your input, including the following:

· Anaerobic digestion not considered conversion technology, but will continue to be regulated under the compostable materials regulations;

· Transesterification (i.e., biodiesel production) not subject to the conversion technology regulations;

· Permit tiers same for conversion technology operations and facilities as for transfer/processing operations and facilities;

· Require a conversion technology research operation (i.e., receives less than 15 tpd) to meet the Enforcement Agency Notification requirements;

· Conversion technology activities using only waste tires would be excluded;

· A full solid waste facility permit entitled “Conversion Technology Facility Permit.”

The second part of the informal process is to provide a wider audience with an opportunity for informal input.  This opportunity will be through informal workshops that will be scheduled this summer.  

Comments or questions on the proposed draft should be directed to:






Brian Larimore




Waste Prevention and Market Development Division




California Integrated Waste Management Board





1001 I St., P.O. Box 4025





Sacramento, CA  95812




Phone: (916) 341-6579   Fax: (916) 319-7540 

E-mail: blarimor@ciwmb.ca.gov

Attachments

California Environmental Protection Agency
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The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/.
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