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REVISED ADJUSTMENT METHOD AND DISPOSAL REPORTING SYSTEM REGULATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Initial Study Checklist Explanations

I. LAND USE AND PLANNING

The proposed revised regulations will require increased origin surveying and reporting of disposal data and will require weighing of most solid waste loads at solid waste disposal facilities receiving the majority of the statewide solid waste stream.  Disposal facilities located in rural cities or counties are exempt from increased origin survey requirements and several of these disposal sites will also be exempt from the requirements to weigh solid waste.

Of the approximately 400 permitted landfills and stations in California, only an estimated 10% of the facilities would be impacted by the increase in survey frequency.  Only eight of the approximately 400 solid waste facilities do not have scales and would be required to install them.  These eight facilities may petition the Board not to install scales if it would be a hardship to install them.

The promulgation of these regulations may impose new facility design and/or operating requirements on owners and operators of solid waste disposal facilities required to meet the increased minimum standards for weighing waste, determining the origin of waste, and reporting waste tonnage amounts.  However, at many permitted facilities, the proposed new standards are already being met or exceeded.

The proposed project will not change the local land use and zoning requirements or the requirement for obtaining a conditional use permit, where required, for these facilities.  Additionally, the proposed project does not authorize any site-specific land use.  Accordingly, no potentially significant impacts on land use and planning are anticipated.

II. POPULATION AND HOUSING

Currently permitted facilities subject to the revised regulations may be required to change their operations.  However, the changes do not have a correlation with any potential impacts on population or housing.  Sites permitted in the future and subject to these regulations would be required to comply with CEQA as part of the permitting process.  No impacts on population and housing are anticipated.

III. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Site-specific geologic hazards and soils are concerns that are required to be analyzed for and addressed in accordance with the CEQA prior to a solid waste facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.  The requirements in the Disposal Reporting System regulations do not pose concerns in this area.  The proposed project does not change the requirements of a solid waste disposal facility operator for complying with CEQA.

IV. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

The proposed project does not change the requirement for a solid waste disposal facility to obtain site-specific Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) from any Regional Water Quality Control Board nor does it change any other state or local requirements regarding flooding, drainage, water quality or runoff.  Site-specific issues are required to be addressed and analyzed in accordance with CEQA requirements prior to a landfill obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.  The requirements of the Disposal Reporting System regulations do not impact hydrology and water quality.

V. AIR QUALITY

The proposed project does not reduce any air quality standards or requirements by a local Air Quality Management District.  Site-specific issues are required to be addressed and analyzed in accordance with CEQA requirements prior to a landfill obtaining a new or revised permit.

Increased requirements for determining waste origins and amounts of solid waste could potentially result in increases in air emissions or deterioration of ambient air quality if the locally instituted reporting system increases the amount of time vehicles spend idling at facility gates.  If more time is needed to obtain or transfer data, these types of delays at facilities could occur.

However, based on testimony at informal workshops during the development of these revised regulations, the average time to process each transaction under the proposed requirements is believed to be negligible.  Further, California Integrated Waste Management Board staff conducted a two-day site visit to two Riverside County landfills to test the feasibility of collecting waste origin information at the gatehouse and found that the time needed for each transaction (including weighing the load, determining origin, and collecting fees) was, with few exceptions, one minute or less.  The information collected at the Riverside County landfills during the site visit was considerably more detailed than the minimum origin information required under the current proposed regulations, further supporting the assumption that any increase in wait times for vehicles and corresponding increases in emissions will be negligible.

Orange County conducted a study in 1998-1999 and determined that passenger cars and pick up trucks accounted for 24% of vehicle loads, but only 1.3% of tons delivered.  Based on the findings in the Orange County study and recommendations by other stakeholders, the proposed regulations were drafted to allow operators an exemption from surveying and weighing car and pickup loads on a daily basis.  In the proposed regulations, loads of one ton or less may be surveyed during the four standard survey weeks as under current regulations.  The weight of waste transported in these smaller vehicles may be estimated (based on a minimum of one week per quarter survey samples) rather than actually being weighed.  Exempting small vehicles would reduce potential air quality impacts.

The regulations provide performance standards that allow for flexibility in the way operators comply with the requirements.  Individual facility operators may take additional measures to reduce the time vehicles spend in lines.  One such measure might be to register customers to establish vehicle tare weights thereby reducing the time needed to determine the weight of subsequent waste loads.  The operators or the county could also require that haulers send information periodically, either electronically or by mail.

Finally, since the proposed new standards are already being met or exceeded at many facilities, significant impacts to air quality are not anticipated.

VI. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

The proposed project is not anticipated to have any significant impacts on biological resources.  Facilities must comply with regulations pertaining to threatened or endangered species as well as local land use and zoning requirements.  An analysis for potentially significant impacts to identified biologic resources by any project must be analyzed for and addressed under the requirements of CEQA prior to a facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.

VII. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

Traffic and traffic circulation impacts are required to be analyzed and addressed under the requirements of CEQA prior to a facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.  Generation of additional vehicular movement may result if the locally instituted reporting system requires more time to obtain or transfer data at a solid waste facility.  Vehicles could potentially be waiting in line outside of facilities.  However, as discussed under Section V, Air Quality, the regulations allow operators flexibility in complying with the revised requirements in ways that minimize or eliminate potential environmental impacts and many facilities meet or exceed the proposed new standards.  Therefore, no significant impacts to transportation/circulation are anticipated from the proposed project.

VIII. ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

Use of more fuel may result if the locally instituted reporting system results in increased waiting times for vehicles at facility gates.  However, as discussed under Section V, Air Quality, the regulations allow operators flexibility in complying with the revised requirements in ways that minimize or eliminate potential environmental impacts.  Therefore, no significant impacts to energy and mineral resources are anticipated from the proposed project.  Further, the proposed project does not authorize any specific land use or site-specific activities that have not already been addressed through the completion of the requirements of CEQA.

IX. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Any specific land uses are regulated locally by zoning and land use requirements.  The proposed project does not change the requirement for a facility to obtain a conditional or local use permit from the local government.  Additionally, any request submitted is required to comply with the requirements of CEQA for site-specific environmental impacts or concerns.  Therefore, no significant impacts to agricultural resources are anticipated from the proposed project.

X. HAZARDOUS OR UPSET CONDITIONS

The proposed project does not involve, affect, or change regulations related to hazardous materials or the handling, transportation, storage or disposal of the same.  Therefore, no potentially significant environmental impacts are anticipated relative to hazardous or upset conditions as a result of the proposed project.

XI. NOISE

Increases in existing noise levels may result if the locally instituted reporting system increases the amount of time that vehicles spend idling at disposal facility gates, or if more time is needed to obtain or transfer data.  Vehicles could be waiting in lines outside of facilities thereby increasing the noise level in the surrounding area.  However, as discussed under Section V, Air Quality, the regulations allow operators flexibility in complying with the revised requirements in ways that minimize or eliminate potential environmental impacts and many facilities meet or exceed the proposed new standards.  Therefore, no significant impacts with respect to noise are anticipated from the proposed project.

XII. PUBLIC SERVICES

The proposed project is not anticipated to create any impacts on any public services.  Specific entities covered by these regulations will still be required to meet all local fire codes and ordinances.

XIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

If any of the eight facilities required to obtain scales does not have electricity, the operator can petition the Board for an exemption from the scales requirement.  In addition, any potentially significant impacts to utilities and service systems must be analyzed and addressed, as required by CEQA, prior to solid waste facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.  Therefore, the proposed project is not anticipated to have any impacts on utilities and service systems.

XIV. AESTHETICS

Individual facilities must still comply with all local ordinances, land use and zoning requirements.  Prior to a solid waste facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit, any potentially significant aesthetic impacts must be analyzed and addressed as part of the CEQA process.

XV. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Any potentially significant impacts to cultural resources must be analyzed and addressed, as required by CEQA, prior to solid waste facility obtaining a new or revised solid waste facility permit.  Therefore, the proposed project is not anticipated to have any impacts on cultural resources.

XVI. RECREATION

The proposed project does not authorize any specific land use.  Specific facilities must still comply with local land use and zoning requirements as well as obtain local and/or conditional use permits.  The proposed project does not change any local requirements and therefore is not anticipated to cause any significant impacts to recreation.
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