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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project being considered is the set of proposed revised regulations for determining and reporting origins and amounts of waste from each jurisdiction in California (Disposal Reporting System [DRS]) and for calculating changes in waste generation tonnage to determine jurisdiction diversion rates (Adjustment Method).  The regulations revise requirements found in Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR), Chapter 9, Article 9.1 (Adjustment Method) and Title 14 CCR, Chapter 9, Article 9.2 (Disposal Reporting System [DRS]).  The proposed regulation revisions also add a subsection regarding the maintenance of Disposal Reporting System records as part of the state minimum standards for landfills found in Title 27 CCR, Chapter 3, Subchapter 4, Article 1, section 20510.  The regulation revisions are largely based upon recommendations for changes to the goal measurement system (DRS and Adjustment Method) developed by stakeholder and California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) staff working groups pursuant to Chapter 740, Statutes of 2000 (Sher, SB 2202) and approved by the Board.

Adjustment Method

The Adjustment Method regulations concern calculations used by jurisdictions to ultimately determine their estimated annual diversion rates as required by Public Resources Code section 41780.  There are no environmental impacts associated with the Adjustment Method regulations; therefore, the initial study and the supporting environmental checklist will focus only on revised Disposal Reporting System requirements.

Disposal Reporting System

The purpose of the Disposal Reporting System is to provide information to enable the Board and California jurisdictions to estimate disposal tonnage from each jurisdiction.  The information is needed to assess whether or not jurisdictions have achieved the diversion goal of 50%, as required by Public Resources Code section 41780.

These proposed regulation revisions modify requirements for determining and reporting origins and amounts of waste delivered to permitted solid waste facilities by each jurisdiction in California.  The modifications include increased frequency of collecting waste origin information from haulers and operators delivering solid waste to most facilities (facilities in rural cities and counties are exempted from this revised requirement), reporting of additional information on jurisdictions’ solid waste amounts, and standards for determining waste tonnage by weighing and/or applying reasonable volume-to-weight conversion factors.  The regulation revisions clarify the information gathering and/or reporting roles and responsibilities for:  solid waste haulers, operators of permitted solid waste facilities (transfer stations, processing facilities, materials recovery facilities, landfills, and transformation facilities), counties, regional agencies, jurisdictions (incorporated cities, unincorporated counties, and regional agencies), and districts (community service, sanitary, and public utility districts providing solid waste handling services).

Please see the attached checklist for a more detailed discussion of potential environmental impacts of the revised Disposal Reporting System regulations.
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