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These materials were developed under the auspices of 
CalRecycle for specific technical training presentations and 
are posted as reference documents for the local 
government and CalRecycle staff who attended this 
technical training series. They are not intended to stand 
alone as informational or training materials. 

If you require assistance in obtaining access to the 
presentations, call the Public Affairs Office at (916) 341-
6300 or Dennis Corcoran at (916) 341-6395.
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Why Divert Food Waste?

• To help meet AB 939 requirements.
• Food is a valuable resource intensive 

material.
• Help those in need with community 

food projects.
• Food conservation is a vital 

component of a sustainable society. 
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Where Food Scraps Come From?

Residential
49%

Restaurants
27%

Schools
3%

Other
8%

Medical/Health
4%

Grocers
7%

Hotels/Lodging
2%

1999 CIWMB Statewide Waste Characterization Study

5.6 Million Tons Disposed Annually
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US EPA estimates that nearly 96 
billion pounds, almost 27%, of 
the U.S. food supply is wasted. 

In some California counties, food 
waste is over 25% of the waste 
stream.
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Food Production Requires 
Transportation

• On the Farm - transport of:
Seed, fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides, 
fungicides, farm equipment, and labor

• To the Processors
• To the Store
• To the Consumer
• To the Landfill
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Food Processing Applies 
More Resources

• Energy
• Water
• Labor
• Equipment
• Residual material 

disposal
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Food Waste - Issues

• Odors
• Plastic containers
• Home/backyard composting
• Attracts vectors
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Food Waste Projects 

• Cambridge, Massachusetts
• NASA Ames Research 
• California State Teachers’ Retirement 

System
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In other regions
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In other regions 
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In other regions
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• One in six people in California (5 million 
people) live in poverty.

• 28.6 percent of California’s youngest 
children live in poverty.

Food Banks
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Food Diversion Hierarchy

• Waste Prevention
• Human Consumption
• Animal Feed
• Composting/Vermicomposting
• Safe Disposal
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Food Diversion

• Model programs and contacts
• Case studies
• Suggested outreach methods and 

materials for food diversion education
• Best management practices for food 

generators
• Cost reducing measures
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Food Diversion 
• Food diversion facility lists
• Biodegradable product vendors 
• Food diversion equipment vendors 

and testimonials
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CIWMB.CA.GOV/Organics
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From relatively low tech

To relatively high tech
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As compost, food scraps can

• Conserve water
• Reduce soil erosion
• Improve soil 
• Reduce chemical use
• Improve plant health & soil biology
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Diana E. Rivera
Organic Materials & Green Building Section

phone: (916)324-1727
email: drivera@ciwmb.ca.gov
www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Organics
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