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The US Composting The US Composting 
CouncilCouncil’’s Seal of Testing s Seal of Testing 

Assurance Program: Assurance Program: 
((How to Tell What Compost How to Tell What Compost ““isis””))



Many feedstocks,   
production methods, 
technologies,             
test methods,            
units of measure,      
lab result forms….

The ‘industry’ and end users need continuity !



If it isn’t STA Compost…… What is it?



WHAT IS IT?WHAT IS IT?
•• Compost testing and information disclosure program  Compost testing and information disclosure program  

(logo program) (logo program) 

PURPOSEPURPOSE……
•• To improve customer confidence in To improve customer confidence in 

compost selectioncompost selection
•• To enhance compostTo enhance compost’’s position as a mainstream s position as a mainstream 

horticultural, agricultural and retail producthorticultural, agricultural and retail product
•• To distinguish To distinguish ““compostcompost”” from other organics productsfrom other organics products



…the appropriate product for a particular 
project, allowing for optimal ‘field’ results

Promoting…..Promoting…..



Promoting
the proper use 

of compost products, 
reduces failures 

in the ‘field’ –

Which hurts 
end users and       
composters !



BASICS BASICS -- Participating Composters will:Participating Composters will:
•• Complete onComplete on--going product testing going product testing 

--operate onoperate on--going sampling/testing regimegoing sampling/testing regime
--using uniform sampling and analytical testing methods using uniform sampling and analytical testing methods 
(from the TMECC)(from the TMECC)
--using only STA Program certified labs (list on website)using only STA Program certified labs (list on website)

•• Disclose test data results (lab analyses) and provide Disclose test data results (lab analyses) and provide 
appropriate end use instructions to end usersappropriate end use instructions to end users

* * Treat compost like any other retail, horticultural,       Treat compost like any other retail, horticultural,       
agricultural product marketed in the U.S. agricultural product marketed in the U.S. 



KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS: KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS: 

•• Specific compost information will be disclosed Specific compost information will be disclosed 
to customers (and the USCC) using a to customers (and the USCC) using a 
standardized form standardized form (Compost Technical Data Sheet)(Compost Technical Data Sheet)
–– Compost test analysis resultsCompost test analysis results
–– List of compost ingredientsList of compost ingredients
–– End use instructionsEnd use instructions





CA STA ParticipantsCA STA Participants
•• AgrominAgromin
•• Baker Canyon Green Baker Canyon Green 

RecyclingRecycling
•• BFI of Northern CaliforniaBFI of Northern California
•• CCL Organics, LLCCCL Organics, LLC
•• Community Recycling and Community Recycling and 

Resource RecoveryResource Recovery
•• Engel & GrayEngel & Gray

•• Grover EnvironmentalGrover Environmental
•• Inland Empire Regional Inland Empire Regional 

Composting Facility*Composting Facility*
•• Napa Recycling Napa Recycling 
•• Norcal Waste Systems (3)Norcal Waste Systems (3)
•• San Joaquin CompostingSan Joaquin Composting
•• SunSun--Land Garden ProductsLand Garden Products
•• Synagro CompostingSynagro Composting
•• ZZ--Best ProductsBest Products

* Pending participant





YouYou’’re Not Alone !re Not Alone !

•• Compost use by DOTs in landscaping and Compost use by DOTs in landscaping and 
erosion control applications has become  erosion control applications has become  
widespreadwidespread
–– Have been excellent field resultsHave been excellent field results

•• STA requirement is becoming more popular STA requirement is becoming more popular 
with with ‘‘specifyingspecifying’’ agenciesagencies

EXAMPLESEXAMPLES



Many 
Applications
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Seal of Testing Assurance ProgramSeal of Testing Assurance Program
TEXAS GROWTHTEXAS GROWTH

2000 2000 –– 20022002 20032003
•• 4 composters  4 composters  19 new19 new

23 total23 total

20042004 20062006
•• 8 new8 new 8 new8 new
•• 31 total31 total 39 total39 total

Build it and they come (join)

2002 AASHTO   
President’s 

Transportation Award



Taking similar steps in CA..Taking similar steps in CA..



If it isnIf it isn’’t STA Compostt STA Compost……what is it?what is it?

Contact:  Al Contact:  Al RattieRattie, 215, 215--258258--52595259
Ron Alexander, 919Ron Alexander, 919--367367--8350              8350              
Program ManagersProgram Managers

US Composting CouncilUS Composting Council
Seal of Testing Assurance Program Seal of Testing Assurance Program 




