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C&D Recycling Program


Carpet

Introduction

Discarded carpet is a problematic construction and demolition (C&D) waste in California. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimated that 2.4 million tons of carpet was disposed in U.S. landfills during 1998. The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) estimated that approximately 288,000 tons of carpet was disposed in California landfills during the same year. This component of the waste stream is expected to grow by at least 44 percent over the next ten years! Currently, less than 5 percent of carpet is being recycled and less than 1 percent is reused.

All carpet is a composite product generally containing a carpet face and carpet backing. The carpet face is the upper portion of the carpet made from yarn or fiber. There are several types of fiber used, including nylon 6, nylon 6,6, wool, cotton, olefin, acrylic, rayon, and polyester. However, out of all of these fibers, only nylon fiber is currently recycled. nylon fiber (type 6 and type 6,6) represents 70 percent of all carpet sold in the U.S. Carpet recycling helps conserve landfill space and helps local governments achieve California’s 50 percent waste diversion goal. In addition, a list of facilities in California is provided.

Reuse

Donations

Habitat for Humanity, which accepts like-new construction materials for affordable housing, is one organization that may find use for good reusable carpet, although it may require a minimum carpet quantity of about 800 square feet. Habitat for Humanity is listed in your local phone directory.

Reinstallation and Leasing

Services offered by some carpet companies avoid outright discarding of used carpet. Milliken Carpet offers carpet products that can be cleansed, restyled, and reinstalled as fresh carpet. Carpet leasing, a program offered by Interface, is another option for carpet recycling. Leased carpets will be taken back by the supplier after the end of the term of the lease. The carpet supplier will then recycle the worn carpet, ideally into a new carpet.

Recycling

Recycling of Carpet

Old carpets may also be used as a feedstock to produce other products, such as auto parts, plastic lumber, parking stops, and carpet pads.

Shaw Industries, Inc. used concrete reinforced with carpet waste fiber in the construction of its research and development center in Dalton, Georgia.

Flooring tiles from SelecTech are made from 100 percent recycled materials, including 50 percent postconsumer content from the DuPont Carpet Reclamation Program. For more information, check their Web site at www.selectechinc.com/.

Carpet has a high heating value and could be used as supplemental fuel if burned in waste-to-energy (WTE) plants and/or cement kilns. In California, there may be potential air emission concerns associated with burning PVC-backed carpet as well as the unknown potential impacts of burning flame retardants, another component of carpet.

While reprocessing facilities are located outside of California, carpet mills and manufacturers provide collection centers in several California locations. These collection centers are listed in the attached table.

Carpet Recycling Programs

· BASF's “6ix Again” carpet recycling program has a collection center in Los Angeles. BASF will accept only “nylon 6” carpets. Call 1-800-477-8147 for instructions on how to send used carpets to the collection center or visit their Web site at www.basf.com/ (navigate to Products/Fibers/Carpet Products/6ix Again Program.).

· As part of DuPont's “Partnership for Carpet Reclamation,” the DuPont Flooring Systems stores will take any type of used carpet for reprocessing at DuPont's Chattanooga, Tennessee plant, as long as the replacement carpet is purchased from their stores. For more information visit http://flooring.dupont.
com/content/reclamation/dfs05.shtml.

· Honeywell and DSM have formed a partnership for recycling type nylon 6 carpet. In California there are at least 10 collection sites that will take any style or brand of type nylon 6, broadloom carpet free of charge.  Their new recycling facility, a joint venture of Allied Signal and DSM Chemicals North America, can process 200 million pounds of type nylon 6 carpet per year. For more information on Allied Signal’s carpet recycling program and collection sites, visit the Web site at www.n6recycling.com.

Recycling of Carpet Pads

Carpet padding can be recycled depending on your location. A number of these pad recyclers are also listed in the attachment. Check your local directory for listings of other pad recyclers (look under “Recycling Centers” in the yellow pages).
The Midwestern Workgroup for carpet recycling is a partnership effort between 92 percent of the carpet industry, participants from 15 states, the U.S. EPA, and other non-governmental organizations such as the North East Recycling Council. The workgroup is developing a national strategy of product stewardship for the carpet industry, which will commit the carpet industry to achievable carpet recycling rates during the next 10 years.


For More Information/
Other Resources

To add a company to the list…

If you would like to add a company to the attached list of facilities, or if you have other carpet recycling questions, please contact Rick Muller of the California Integrated Waste Management Board at (916) 341-6488.

For more information on C&D recycling…

For more information about recycling of other (C&D) materials, see the Board’s C&D Web page at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/ConDemo/. You can view, print, or download fact sheets and other publications.

The site also includes a searchable database of C&D recyclers. To receive the information on the database in table form, call the Board’s Publications Clearinghouse at 1-800-CA WASTE (inside California) or (916) 341-6306 and request Construction and Demolition Recyclers—Processors and Receivers (Pub. #431-92-017).

California Materials Exchange

The Board’s California Materials Exchange (CalMAX) program helps businesses find markets for materials traditionally discarded, including C&D materials. CalMAX listings are available on the Internet at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/CalMAX/. To receive a free printed catalog (quarterly), call the CalMAX hotline at 1-877-520-9703.

Facilities Accepting Used Carpet or Carpet Pads

	Company
	Address
	City
	State
	Zip Code
	County
	Phone
	Materials Accepted

	Union Recovering
	28970 #F Hopkins St.
	Hayward
	CA
	94545
	Alameda
	(510) 782-2545
	Nylon 6 /pad

	DuPont Flooring System
	7066 Las Positas Rd., Ste. E
	Livermore
	CA
	94550
	Alameda
	(510) 373-0900
	Carpet

	D&D Recycling
	130 Normandie Blvd., #1429
	Gardena
	CA
	90247
	Los Angeles
	(310) 329-8475
	Carpet/pad

	AAA Carpet Padding
	2546 West Pico Blvd.
	Los Angeles
	CA
	90016
	Los Angeles
	(213) 387-0885
	Pad

	Carpet Pad Recycling
	12030 Sherman Way
	North Hollywood
	CA
	91605
	Los Angeles
	(818) 503-9454
	Carpet/pad

	DuPont Flooring System
	15651 Saticoy Ct.
	Van Nuys
	CA
	91406
	Los Angeles
	(818) 374-5243
	Carpet

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	J&P Rebon Recycler
	1301 N. Hancock St., Unit C
	Anaheim
	CA
	92807
	Orange
	(714) 779-1565
	Nylon 6/pad

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DuPont Flooring System
	1355 S. Acacia Ave.
	Fullerton
	CA
	92631
	Orange
	(714) 518-1088
	Carpet

	D&D Recycling
	7551 Acacia St.
	Garden Grove
	CA
	92641
	Orange
	(714) 373-4431
	Nylon 6/pad

	D&D Recycling
	577 North Batavia St.
	Orange
	CA
	92868
	Orange
	(714) 538-1863
	Nylon 6/pad

	DuPont Flooring System
	3306 Orange Grove Ave.
	North Highlands
	CA
	95660
	Sacramento
	(916) 974-1717
	Carpet

	A&J Recycling
	8950 Osage Ave.
	Sacramento
	CA
	95828
	Sacramento
	(916) 386-8095
	Pad

	DuPont Flooring System
	2465 Front St.
	West Sacramento
	CA
	95691
	Yolo
	(916) 373-3888
	Carpet

	D&D Recycling
	523 Magnolia Ave.
	Ontario
	CA
	91762
	San Bernardino
	(909) 460-1978
	Nylon 6/pad

	D&D Recycling
	255 West Benedict Rd., 
Unit A & B
	San Bernardino
	CA
	92408
	San Bernardino
	(909) 889-3717
	Nylon 6/pad

	Carpet Pad Collections
	2702 South Port Way
	National City
	CA
	91950
	San Diego
	(619) 474-1777
	Nylon 6/pad

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DuPont Flooring System
	8828 Complex Dr.
	San Diego
	CA
	92123
	San Diego
	(619) 292-2575
	Carpet

	Phil Barker's Carpet Pad Collection
	120 North Pacific St., Bldg. D, Ste. 8
	San Marcos
	CA
	92069
	San Diego
	(760) 752-1508
	Pad

	Central Recycle
	8622 Troy St.
	Spring Valley
	CA
	91977
	San Diego
	(619) 589-5282
	Pad

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DuPont Flooring System
	435 Forbes Blvd.
	So. San Francisco
	CA
	94080
	San Mateo
	(650) 829-3300
	Carpet

	DuPont Flooring System
	950 So. Bascom, Ste. 1014
	San Jose
	CA
	95128
	Santa Clara
	(408) 271-1100
	Carpet

	DuPont Flooring System
	4245 Market St., Ste. 207
	Ventura
	CA
	93003
	Ventura
	(805) 676-9466
	Carpet


Note: Always call the company first—information is subject to change, and some facilities may take only a specific type of carpet (e.g., Nylon 6). The California Integrated Waste Management Board is not liable for any information or errors in this list. To make corrections or additions to the list, please call Rick Muller at (916) 341-6488.

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce   energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at �HYPERLINK "http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/"��www.ciwmb.ca.gov�.
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