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Cleanup Slated for West Coast’s Largest Tire Pile�
	The largest waste tire pile in the western United States should be completely cleaned up by the end of 1999 thanks to an innovative and comprehensive agreement between the California Integrated Waste Management Board and two Stanislaus County businesses.


	Under terms of the agreement announced this month, the Modesto Energy Limited Partnership (MELP) energy plant near Westley, about 25 miles southwest of Modesto, will burn 4 million of the estimated 6 million tires at the adjacent Oxford Tire Recycling (OTR) pile.  OTR will then clean up the remaining tires.


	Waste Board Chairman Daniel G. Pennington hailed the agreement, completed after months of negotiations, saying the potential environmental consequences made it imperative for the State to act.	“Millions of waste tires have been stockpiled in the rugged canyons just west of Interstate 5 for more than 30 years, posing a significant threat to north-south transportation, the state’s electrical grid—and Southern California’s water supply,” Pennington said.  “Resolving this potential crisis has been one of our top priorities at the Board, and I’m extremely pleased that all sides have worked in good faith to reach this agreement.”


	Complicating the agreement were the difficult financial situations of MELP and the operator of the pile, OTR.  MELP has been burning tires to produce electricity since the mid-1980s, but has been heavily subsidized by Pacific Gas and Electric under a contract struck at a time when it appeared that energy prices would escalate sharply.  With the pending deregulation of the electric power industry, that subsidy is set to expire in September, and without short-term financial assistance, the facility’s owners warned they would have no choice but to shut down.


	To ensure that MELP remains in operation, the Board agreed to pay $1.7 million to the company to burn 4,000,000 tires during the next 10 to 14 months.  Of that, $640,000 will be contributed by OTR, bringing the State’s net cost down to just under $1.1 million.  MELP will be able to gradually increase shipments of waste tires from other sources during 


	


See TIRE PILE, page 4�



�New Pages Added to CIWMB Web Site� 	Over the past several months, the Waste Board has been busy adding many new pages to its web site, offering information for the general public, teachers, local governments, and businesses.�	The general public can now enjoy the Board’s waste awareness quiz online.  The comprehensive quiz, with trivia from all areas of integrated waste management, has been featured for years at the State and county fairs, and many Earth Day events.  


	For local governments needing assistance in measuring AB 939 diversion rates, the Board’s Waste Characterization and Analysis





See WEB SITE, page 2


��$15 Million to Local Government, Business for Used Oil Recycling


	The Waste Board has awarded $15,079,761 in grants to 260 cities, counties and businesses throughout California to help them establish methods and programs to collect the estimated 25 million gallons of used motor oil that are poured down storm drains, into the ground, or dumped in landfills each year.  Grant funds will also be used to develop uses and markets for recycled oil products.�	At its May meeting, the Waste Board awarded $11,807,143 to 243 cities and counties through its Used Oil Block Grant Program.  In some instances, several jurisdictions will participate in specific grant programs.  The Waste Board also awarded $3,272,618 to 17 businesses and local governments through its Research, Testing, and Demonstration Grant Program. �	In total, 98 percent of the state’s population will be served through the Waste Board’s 1997 Block Grant program.  The grants were awarded on a per capita basis to cities and counties statewide and will help them develop collection centers, curbside collection programs, and public education programs for used motor oil.�	The Research Grants will be used to fund such projects as evaluating used oil collection methods at marinas, testing technologies to recover residual oil from quart containers, researching the use of used oil as locomotive fuel, demonstrating filtration systems to collect used oil in storm drains, and testing various marketing campaigns to promote the use of re-refined motor oil.�
Waste Board Targets State’s Waste Tire Problem�
$530,000 For Playground Mats, Rubber to Asphalt 


	From repairing roadways to making school and park playgrounds safe and clean, waste tires will soon take several new forms, thanks to $530,079 in grant funding from the Waste Board.  


	In May, the Waste Board awarded a $350,079 grant package to help 20 school and municipal park districts around the state resurface playground areas with impact-absorbing rubberized mats made from waste tires.  The funding is in response to more than 40 applications from communities for financial assistance from the Waste Board.  Applications were judged against a set of standards and money was awarded based each applicant’s score.  Not all of the applications were approved for funding.  The approved projects and others like them, represent efforts by the Waste Board to help create markets and find uses for the estimated 30 million waste tires generated each year in California.  


	The grant funding for playground mats was followed in June with the approval of $180,000 for the cities of Richmond, Sacramento, and San Francisco and the County of Sacramento to make roadway repairs using waste tires.


	The projects involve paving roads and trails with a mixture of asphalt concrete and rubber from waste tires.  The Waste Board actively promotes the use of waste tires in viable markets like asphalt paving, and the four projects will use tire rubber at a rate of 20 to 30 pounds per ton of asphalt concrete. 


�	A 25-cent fee on the sale of new tires in California helps the Waste Board pay for a number of tire-related programs, including the cleanup of old, illegal, and dangerous waste tire piles; research and demonstration pilot projects; administering the registration of waste tire haulers; and helping promote and create markets for recycled tire products.





State Awards $110,000 for Tire Enforcement Programs


	The Waste Board has agreed to allow Imperial, Riverside, Tulare, Sutter and Yuba counties to use $110,031 in grant funds to establish pilot programs to enforce regulations dealing with waste tire storage efforts designed to enhance public health and safety and environmental protection.


	Each year Californians dispose of nearly 30 million waste tires.  Often times, these tires illegally end up in fields, along roads, or stockpiled in unpermitted facilities, threatening the environment and nearby neighborhoods.


	“Conducting inspections of waste tire facilities and performing surveillance of potential illegal waste tire sites will be a first step in our effort to stop the illegal disposal of waste tires,” said Waste Board Chairman Daniel G. Pennington.	Riverside and Tulare counties will receive $46,790 and $50,000, respectively, to conduct inspection and compliance programs for waste tire facilities within their jurisdictions.  Imperial and Yuba/Sutter counties will use $8,271 and $4,970 respectively to perform enhanced surveillance of tire dealers and auto dismantlers.


	Through the grant program, the participating counties will perform extensive inspections of waste tire facilities to ensure that the operators are following all tire facility regulations, including using registered tire haulers.  Riverside and Tulare counties will also perform enforcement activities against operators of illegal waste tire sites. 


Illegal Vallejo, San Bernardino Waste Tire Piles Cleaned Up


	In May, the Waste Board stepped in and cleaned up 21,000 waste tires that had been illegally stockpiled in Vallejo and San Bernardino County.


	Work began at the Vallejo Pull-A-Part site, after years of legal wrangling with its owner.  The legal problems ended in April when the Attorney General’s office won its case in which it asked the Napa County Superior Court to order the owner to allow the Waste Board to begin cleanup of this dangerous site.


	The Vallejo cleanup cost $42,271 and involved the removal of 15,000 tires to a permitted disposal facility.


	In San Bernardino County near the Cajon Pass, the Waste Board used $16,811 to remove 6,000 tires that had been illegally stockpiled for the past two years.


	When waste tires are illegally or improperly disposed of they can create a fire hazard, as well as provide a breeding area for potential disease-carrying rodents, mosquitos, and other animals.





Website, from page 1�Branch has a new page offering instructions on the process, reporting requirements, and information on how to reach staff and other resources.


	The LEA Central page gives Local Enforcement Agencies everything from information on upcoming meetings, to news on grants, new regulations, and the latest LEA Advisories.�	For teachers, the new Schools Educational Assistance page offers guides on building worm composting bins, waste management curricula, and news about training workshops.


	You can visit the Waste Board site at www.ciwmb.ca.gov.�
Sonoma Recycler First to Earn Compost Quality Recognition�
	Sonoma Compost, a Sonoma County recycling company, has earned the first official seal of approval in the state for its yard waste compost product, using product guidelines developed by an alliance of groups including the Waste Board.


	“This event marks a significant step in California’s march towards 50 percent waste diversion by the year 2000,” said Waste Board Member Paul Relis.  “Compost produced from lawn and garden trimmings and other organic wastes from communities around California is expected to play a key role in escalating the state’s level of waste diversion.”


	The California Compost Quality Council’s Certificate of Verification makes it possible for buyers to purchase from a registered supplier, soil conditioners that have passed a rigorous set of quality requirements.  The council is made up of farmers, compost producers, agriculturists, landscapers, university professors, soil researchers, and recycling advocates.  Organizations participating in the council include the California Landscape Contractors Association, the California Department of Food and Agriculture, Caltrans, the California Certified Organic Farmers, the National Composting Council, and the Waste Board.


	Registration of Sonoma Compost Company provides an independent verification of the quality and safety of their product.  The quality seal is a symbol consumers can look for when purchasing compost products.  �






�


Waste Board Recognizes Ventura Businesswoman for 1996 Recycling Efforts


	Rita Gonzales runs a well-connected recycling business in Ventura County, diverting tons of materials from landfills around the state to companies in California and Mexico for reuse.� 	For her efforts in 1996, the Waste Board awarded her company, Saticoy Recycling, its “Match of the Year” award from its California Materials Exchange (CALMAX) program, an honor reserved for companies doing outstanding recycling tasks.  The program matches people seeking materials with people wanting to reuse them by publishing a quarterly catalog, also available on the Internet.	“Ms. Gonzales’ recycling business should serve as an example to others that the economic side of waste reduction and landfill space preservation can be profitable and environmentally responsible at the same time,” said Waste Board Member Paul Relis.�	Over the past two years, Saticoy Recycling collected more than 550 tons of waste materials from companies listed in CALMAX’s “Waste-Not Want Ads.”  By buying, then separating and selling other businesses’ discarded goods in California and Mexico, Gonzales’ company earned over $33,000.


Steel Industry Puts Recycling Info Online� 	It’s now easier than ever for consumers to find steel recycling locations online.  The Steel Recycling Institute and the Steel Alliance have joined together to create the first online searchable database of steel recycling locations.  The database is available through the SRI web site at www.recycle-steel.org, or The Steel Alliance web site at www.thenewsteel.org.�	The SRI database is maintained by the Institute’s seven regional recycling offices, which work directly with local recycling coordinators to update the records.�	The new database information, which can also be accessed by calling 1-800-YES-1-CAN (937-1226), provides information on curbside , drop-off, and buy-back recycling programs, as well as listing of appliance and automobile recyclers.


�Members Receive Senate Committee Confirmation� 	The Senate Rules Committee has unanimously recommended to the full Senate confirmation for three members of the Waste Board.


	In July, the Committee recommended confirmation for Waste Board Vice Chairman Robert C. Frazee, Paul Relis, as the environmental member, and Steven R. Jones, representing the solid waste industry.


	Frazee, one of two public members appointed by the Governor, was first named to the Waste Board by Governor Pete Wilson in March 1995.  He is a former Assemblyman, mayor and council member from Carlsbad.


	Relis, was first appointed by Governor Wilson in August 1991.  Before joining the Board, he was president of the Community Environmental Council in Santa Barbara, a nationally recognized nonprofit environmental organization and think tank.


	Jones, appointed by the Governor in December 1996, previously worked 20 years with Norcal Waste Systems in several capacities, including garbage collector, and later vice president of operations.�
Tire Pile:  State contributes $1.1 million for 18-cent-per-tire cleanup, from page 1�
that time frame, and once it has met its obligations, will be able to accept tires from any source.


	During the past several months, MELP has been taking tires from the adjacent OTR pile but has not been getting paid for them, contributing to the company’s financial problems.


	OTR, as part of a separate agreement, has agreed to complete the cleanup to the Waste Board’s satisfaction within 14 months after the 4 million tires are disposed of.  Under terms of the agreement with the Board, the owners of the company restructured their closure fund to ensure that the funds to complete the cleanup are available.  


	Pennington noted that by working to keep both MELP and OTR operational, the cost to the State to remove all 6 million tires should be just over $1 million—approximately 18 cents per tire.  In contrast, the average cost of recent Board-funded cleanups of other, smaller tire piles is approximately $1.30 per tire.


	“If we had not been able to reach these agreements with MELP and OTR, the costs would have totaled several million dollars and the cleanup would have been postponed for years,” Pennington said. 


	The tire pile began during the late 1950s and early 1960s, as many of the old waste tire piles around California did, because the owner of the land believed that some day they would be a valuable commodity.  The Westley pile grew to be by far the largest repository of old tires in the Western U.S. and one of the four or five largest in the U.S.


	Because of its location adjacent to Interstate 5 and the California Aqueduct, a major, uncontrolled fire at the facility could cause oils produced by burning tires to spread across the freeway and into the canal, as well as destroy PG&E’s major north-south electrical transmission lines which run directly overhead.  Major tire pile fires can often burn for weeks, and then smolder underground for many months.  Besides the immediate threats, a major fire would cause severe air pollution problems and possible groundwater contamination in the San Joaquin Valley and could interfere with airplane traffic into San Francisco International Airport.�
‘Tis the Season to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle


For local governments interested in planning a “No Waste Holiday” campaign, the Waste Board has the resources to help.  In order to have a smooth and successful holiday campaign the Board suggests starting early.


 	A good first step is to pull out the Public Education and Promotions Notebook previously supplied by the Board and turn to the Environmental Holiday section.  There, you will find a simple and easy-to-execute plan for a holiday promotion that encourages less gift-wrapping waste and more recycled paper and card purchases.  If you cannot find your notebook, call Becky Williams at �(916) 341-6765 to request the Environmental Holiday excerpt.  


	The Waste Board also has a complete list of resources that are available to help jurisdictions with their holiday campaigns.  Materials include camera-ready tip sheets, sample newspaper articles, PSA scripts, sample press releases, and much more.  Call, write us at CIWMB/No Waste Holiday Campaign, c/o Becky Williams, 8800 Cal Center Dr., Sacramento, CA 95826, or visit our web site at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/mrt/wpw/wpmain.htm.


The Waste Board is planning a statewide outreach effort for a No Waste Holiday season.  Staff is busy developing PSA scripts and gift-wrap demos to be aired on radio and TV stations around the state.  If you know of a local radio or TV program that would welcome an interview and/or demonstration, let us know.  


	In addition to the Waste Board’s efforts, there are national campaigns that you can participate in locally.  Contact Becky Williams for more information on these events.� �Recycled Roads in Glenn County�	In order to find new uses for recycled concrete and asphalt from road construction, Glenn County recently purchased 5,000 tons of recycled road base from a local business to be used on new roads and walkways in the area.


	The county plans to use the recycled material as the subbase on new road construction, as well as on several walkway projects near area schools.� 	Valley Rock Products of Orland sold the recycled concrete and asphalt to the county in an effort to market materials that had been kept out of local landfills.
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Annual Tire Facts





30 million generated 


18 million diverted


reuse, retreading, recycling, combustion


12 million are shredded and disposed of legally or otherwise illegally disposed�


CIWMB Facts At A Glance, June 1997











