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appy 1998 everyone!  1997 was a very productive year for the Permitting and Enforcement Division; it was a good one too.  I am VERY pleased and proud of all that staff and LEAs were able to accomplish together.  We made tremendous strides towards improving communication and getting on track to resolve some of the thorny issues in our arena.  


The Asilomar conference was a perfect final note to an excellent year of joint accomplishment.  I know that I enjoyed being part of it all; I hope that you did as well.  


Here are some of my thoughts as we focus on the New Year.  Working together as we have on numerous training and policy development work groups has greatly improved the level of mutual trust and understanding of our respective viewpoints.  In 1998,  I look forward to continued productivity with more training, technical assistance, communication forums, and joint work groups, etc.  But, I also would like to see us all seek to make the most of our ‘communication opportunities’ such as round tables, Enforcement Advisory Council meetings, and other forums where we come together as LEAs and CIWMB staff to exchange views and solve problems.  


We are all very busy.  We want to work together to achieve mutual objectives, but our time is valuable.  I will strive to identify ways that we can all get the most out of our meetings, to see that issues are clearly identified, methods are developed for addressing issues, and clear communications are provided about our teams, our progress, and our results.


No one knows a problem has been resolved if the information is not communicated and easily accessible to all who need it!  Communicating about our projects, .progress, and successes is a priority for us in 1998.


Another significant and related focus is pursuing e-mail capability and Internet access for all.  This is a significant avenue for LEA-CIWMB communication and we want to provide any assistance we can to make this a reality for all LEA staff.  Through better use of the computer tools, it is the division’s desire to continuously improve our information services during 1998 and beyond.  


I am committed to providing periodic updates and information on Partnership 2000 initiatives, work group progress, strategic plan implementation, and other timely topics on the web site.  We are also putting the final touches on an ‘LEA Talk’ forum for the web site.  We want to know what information and services LEAs want on the web site so that, where possible, we can meet those needs.  Please, let us know what you think and what you would like to see!


Training will be a continued priority in 1998 for LEAs and for division staff.  ‘More and better’ will be our goal, including a 1998 conference to bring us all together again.  We also plan to begin developing training that meets operator needs, to address overall CIWMB objectives of improving solid waste facility compliance.  Refining and communicating about technical assistance and services available to LEAs is also a priority for the new year.


We will have ongoing feedback mechanisms in place so that we can receive input on what is working, what is not working, what you would like to see addressed or developed, etc.


�Other priorities include finalizing the process and beginning the next cycle of LEA evaluations, bringing the permit change partnership (PCP)  project to some conclusions, getting  our Title 27 (AB 1220) training back on track…I could go on! Suffice it to say there is a lot to do and plenty of commitment on the part of myself and division staff to get stuff done and to do so in a collaborative way wherever appropriate thank you! 


Dorothy Rice


(916) 255-2431


�
Partnership 2000 Conference


A Note from the Executive Director


�Like many of you I attended the conference in Asilomar this past November.  And in many ways the conference for me signaled both the end of an era and the beginning of a new one.  The conference represented the end to an era of divisiveness, blame, and mistrust of our respective levels of government; and conversely hailed in an era of collaboration, mutual respect, and increased levels of trust and support.  In essence we all helped galvanize the principles of Partnership 2000 over those two and one half days. For those of you who attended—thank you for your active contribution to helping make the conference a success, and for those who were unable to attend, please consider it a priority for next year.  We have many issues and much work ahead to tackle.  Together the job will be that much easier and I would submit the outcome that much greater.  Best wishes to all in 1998!


	Ralph Chandler


A Note from the CCDEH 


Solid Waste Chair


The conference was the focal point of the months of discussions and conflict resolution.  The Directors applaud the staffs of both agencies who worked together to change the system.  The conference provided the first forum for the two agencies to interact in a new spirit of cooperation.  By reducing overlap and conflict, we will all be better able to focus on reducing environmental hazards associated with waste management activities.


Pam Bennett


Conference Wrap-Up
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The first LEA/CIWMB Conference was held in Asilomar on November 12-14. There were 120 LEA and CIWMB participants from as far as Shasta and Imperial Counties and everywhere in between. The conference was a milestone in the Partnership 2000 effort. Participants were treated to fair weather, great scenery, good food, and plenty of opportunities to network, share information, and solve problems facing LEAs and CIWMB staff. Presentations were made on Partnership 2000, Title 27 changes, the Permitting and Enforcement restructure, conflict management, and the hearing panel process. 


Issues and Next Steps
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During the conference, breakout sessions were conducted to identify issues needing resolution. These issues were shared with Pam Bennett, Don Koepp, Ralph Chandler, and Dorothy Rice with a request to consider next steps for resolution.  The following sections touch on the major issues and suggested next steps.  For more detailed information please check LEA Central on the CIWMB home page (http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/pe).


Closure


Issues.  The issues included multiple operations on one site, such as composting on a closed landfill, and burn ash sites.  


Next Steps.  CIWMB, with input from LEAs and others, will review the existing advisory on multiple permits as it relates to closure.  CIWMB, with LEA input, will provide decision-making tools for determining a course of action relative to permits. CIWMB take the lead in cooperation with LEAs in developing and making a proposal to DTSC relative to burn dump ash sites reclassification (outside of the RSU) and to move sites off the “list.”


Permits


Issues.  Some of the permitting issues included closure date enforcement, N&O vs. permit action, landfill transitions, one or multiple permits, chipping and grinding vs. composting. 


Next Steps.  Performance standards for appropriate permit, enforcement, and closure actions will be clarified by CIWMB via the evaluations workgroup.  The permit as an enforcement tool will be covered in the ongoing PCP process. Chipping and grinding will be covered in the organics regulations process.


Enforcement


There were many enforcement issues discussed. Below are some of the issues and next steps relative to closed sites, odor investigations, and landfill gas.


Issues. Clarify 7.8; clarify PRC 44002 (b); Closed site operators. 


Next Steps. CIWMB will revise closure regulations to clarify issues relative to sites closed prior to 1980. For 44002(b) CIWMB to provide a letter of clarification. 


Partnership 2000 Conference: Issues and Next Steps (continued from p.2)


For closed site operators, CIWMB will seek clarification in regulation and or statute. 


Issues. Responsible party at a closed site, enforcement tools at closed sites, notifying neighbors of potential gas violation. 


Next Steps.  CIWMB will seek clarification in regulation and or statute. Revise guidance on enforcement to be inclusive of closed sites. CCDEH will examine notification of potential off-site hazard issues.


�Issues. Roles between LEA and Air Districts; odor thresholds. 


Next Steps. CIWMB will provide clarification of changes with SB 675.  Resources are being requested to facilitate legislated workgroup implementation. Odor training early next year will provide training in detection thresholds and analysis.


Issues. Surrounding land use standards, trace gases, federal air districts gas requirements, gas and structures, gas surveys in homes, subsurface gas monitoring. 


Next Steps. Issues will be forwarded to Robert Anderson for inclusion in the landfill gas symposium planned for April 1998. Other guidance will be developed as needed.


CEQA


Issues. The majority of the discussion focused on issues relating to CIWMB and LEAs working together, communication, intent, lead agency, shift, review guidance, project description details, the crucial role of CEQA with a standardized permit and other site-specific issues. 


Next Steps. CEQA training scheduled for summer 1998 will address these issues.  The training will include planners and lead agencies. CIWMB staff will develop, with LEA input, proposed CEQA procedure policy for CIWMB permit approvals. Tiered permit issues will be examined and brought forward as an agenda item by CIWMB staff with LEA assistance. For more detailed information please check LEA Central on the CIWMB home page (http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/pe).


Next Year?


Based on the input from the participants there is great interest in having an annual conference and plans are being developed. If you have questions on the conference issues, and/or ideas and suggestions for next year’s conference, please call Mark de Bie at �(916) 255-4164 or via e-mail at mdebie@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Current Happenings


A Note from Board Member Paul Relis


“I assume by now that some of you have heard that I have submitted my letter of resignation and that my last workdays will be at the end of January…When I think of where we were six years ago and where we are today I am amazed how far we have come…Thank you.”


What’s New in LEA Support Services?


The new LEA Support Services Branch has three sections designed to promote LEA training, technical and rural assistance, and enhanced communications between LEAs, CIWMB, other regulatory agencies, industry, and the community.


Have questions? Call Tom Unsell at (916) 255-2298.


Hearing Panel Coordinator
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How’s your hearing panel working? A short survey will be sent out to gather LEA hearing panel successes and needs. All hearing panel comments and questions should be sent to Russ Kanz at (916) 255-3858 or via e-mail at rkanz@ciwmb.ca.gov.


New Staff in �Permitting and Inspection Branch


Lloyd Dillon is in the Permitting and Inspection Branch, filling a vacancy created during the reorganization of the Permitting and Enforcement Division. Although Lloyd is new to the P&E Division, he is not new to the CIWMB. Lloyd has been with the southern section of the CIWMB’s Office of Local Assistance for over six years. Besides his job of guiding local governments in developing their source reduction and recycling element (SRRE) and other county integrated waste management plan (CIWMP) documents, he has worked closely with staff of the P&E Division and with local government on solid waste facility permitting issues. We are looking forward to Lloyd’s insight into the planning side of siting solid waste facilities. He can be reached via telephone at (916) 255-3301, or by e-mail at ldillon@ciwmb.ca.gov.   Welcome aboard Lloyd!


Permit Change Partnership —Update


T


he Permit Change Partnership Workgroup held three workshops throughout the state in September 1997 to solicit CIWMB staff and LEA input regarding improving the quality of the full solid waste facility permit and the role of the LEAs/CIWMB staff in the permit process. 


A lot of good input was received and the workgroup has summarized this input, and the project to date, in a report to the Deputy Director, which is currently under review. The report includes several suggestions for improving the CIWMB’s internal permitting process and includes a draft LEA Advisory entitled “Writing a Solid Waste Facility Permit.”  The report also includes a new draft template for the full SWFP. The report, draft advisory, and permit template should be available to LEAs, CCDEH, and EAC members prior to the January, 1998 Roundtables. If you have any questions or comments, contact Georg Turner at (916) 255-3304 or via e-mail at gturner@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Closure Plan Review—Watch the Clock!


J


ust a reminder for those of you who are working on closure plans or expect to be receiving plans for review in the near future—be sure you watch the clock to ensure that your comments are made on time! The new Title 27 regulations start the “120-day review” time clock when a “complete” preliminary or final plan is received. 


�Now, �we realize that you don’t know when you receive a document that it IS “complete.” In fact, LEAs and Regional Boards have 30 days from date of receipt to deem the plans incomplete or they are automatically deemed complete. However, once the report is deemed complete, any time that was spent making that determination is deducted from the 120 days available for the review of the document. For example, if a document arrives on day 1, and it takes 15 days to decide that the document is complete, the time remaining for the detailed review is 120 – 15, or 105 days.  


What happens if the document is truly awful and is reviewed, deemed incomplete, and sent back for corrections?  The 120-day clock should be reset and begin again at 120 days when the revised (and hopefully now complete) document is received.


What happens if 120 days pass and no detailed comments or approval letters are sent back to the plans’ submitter? Under the revised regulations, the plans are automatically deemed approved. At this point, it would be up to CIWMB to issue the approval letter for the plans, after a limited review. 


You can see how critical it is to be sure that comments are issued in time.  If you have any questions or need help on closure issues, please contact Charlene Herbst at (916) 255- 2301 or via e-mail at cherbst@ciwmb.ca.gov or any of the Closure North or South staff at CIWMB. 


�“Dear Closure…”


If you have technical engineering questions—we have answers! Please contact Glenn Young (gyoung@ciwmb.ca.gov) or Tim Crist (tcrist@ciwmb.ca.gov) via e-mail or fax us at (916) 255-4073.


Computer Corner


Internet Connection


The CIWMB is interested in getting universal access by LEAs to the CIWMB’s Internet web site and mail messaging systems. The intent is to improve communications between CIWMB staff and the LEAs and to provide resources and tools for the LEAs to assist them in their solid waste enforcement capacity.


A survey conducted by the CIWMB this year indicates that only about half of LEA staff has Internet access. Common reasons given by LEAs without access included:


Lack of a budget for an Internet service provider.


Lack of computer equipment and standards.


Adverse local government Internet policy.


To assist LEAs who are experiencing these barriers, the CIWMB  will be publishing and distributing a guidance document for local government decision-makers. The document will address commonly asked questions about acquiring Internet access, including choosing an Internet access provider, selecting compatible computer equipment, choosing an Internet browser and messaging software, ensuring network security, and other important information. The focus of the guidance will be to ensure reliable connectivity between and among the CIWMB and the LEAs.


The guidance document will be published on the CIWMB’s web site and mailed to each LEA in January. Questions?  Contact Bernie Vlach at (916) 255-2331 or via e-mail at bvlach@ciwmb.ca.gov.


LEA Talk Forum


I


n another effort to encourage dialog and communication between and among LEA staff, the CIWMB will be adding a new forum to its LEA Central web site.  The forum will allow LEAs to express opinions, make observations, or ask questions about any subject related to their official capacities. LEA staff can also attach remarks to the opinions, observations and questions of others. The forum is intended to provide a constructive environment for exchanging information between and among LEA staff. CIWMB staff will not engage in any of the threads.


The LEA Talk Forum will be available in January, and a major upgrade is expected in the first quarter of the New Year. The upgrade will allow LEAs to subscribe to various topic lists and be kept informed of the communications via e-mail. 


Questions? Contact Bernie Vlach at (916) 255-2331 or via e-mail at bvlach@ciwmb.ca.gov.


New Databases: SWIS, Waste Tires, and �Web Forms


Three new databases have been added to the CIWMB Internet site!  Find information about all 17 of the CIWMB’s current web databases at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/database.htm.


SWIS—California Waste Facilities, Sites, �and Operations Database


Users can search and sort on SWIS information using a variety of criteria, including county, SWIS number, facility type, and regulatory status.  Detailed information on each facility/site/operation includes location, operator, owner, activities, and waste types.  Contact Donnaye Palmer at (916) 255-4021 or via e-mail at donnayep@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Waste Tire Hauler Database


Search through the CIWMB’s database of registered waste tire haulers by name, city, county, state, and zip code.  Information provided on each hauler includes the hauler’s address, telephone #, hauler ID, number of vehicles, and registration expiration year.  Contact Amalia Fernandez at (916) 255-3896 or via e-mail at afernand@ciwmb.ca.gov or Terry Smith at �(916) 255-2371 or via e-mail at tsmith@ciwmb.ca.gov.


CIWMB Web Permit Forms Database


As part of a Cal/EPA effort to provide centralized access to all Cal/EPA forms, this database provides a centralized location for all downloadable or on-line permit, application, and license forms available on the CIWMB’s web site. Forms are listed by categories, with more detailed information about the form’s use, location, and who to contact for additional information.  Contact Chris Allen at (916) 255-2629 or callen@ciwmb.ca.gov or Meirve Davey at �(916) 255-2481 or mdavey@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Legislation and Regulations


Subtitle D—Additional Flexibility 
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The Subtitle D requirements, which are applicable to all municipal solid waste landfills (MSWLF) as of October 9, 1997 include quarterly gas monitoring, daily cover, record keeping, hazardous waste exclusion, and airport safety. On October 27, 1997, the USEPA final rule that establishes regulations to provide additional flexibility to approved states for any MSWLF that receives less than 20 tons per day of MSW became effective �(Subtitle D).


The additional flexibility applies to:


Alternative frequencies of daily cover.


Alternative frequencies of methane monitoring.


Alternative infiltration layers for final cover.


The additional flexibilities are intended to allow owners and operators of small MSWLFs the opportunity to reduce their costs while protecting public health and the environment.  The director of an approved state has been delegated the authority to grant the additional flexibility to small MSWLFs.


The general compliance date with Subtitle D (e.g., quarterly gas monitoring, daily cover, recordkeeping, airport safety, hazardous waste exclusion program) for qualifying small landfills were those that disposed of less than 20 tons MSW daily, had no evidence of groundwater contamination, received less than 25 inches of precipitation per year and had no other practical alternative to waste disposal.  The additional flexibility considers only tonnage to qualify.  The previous requirements (no groundwater contamination, less than 25 inches precipitation, no practical alternative) have been eliminated. 


This information was sent by letter to all LEAs on December 11, 1997.  Questions?  Contact Sadie Galos at (916) 255-4163 or Elaine Novak at (916) 255-3843 or via e-mail at sgalos@ciwmb.ca.gov. or enovak@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Transfer/Processing Operations and Facilities Regulations 


The proposed regulations will place transfer/processing operations and facilities (formerly called transfer stations and material recovery facilities) into the regulatory tier structure along with a review of applicable state minimum standards. The 45-day rulemaking comment period is scheduled to begin in late January 1998, with a public hearing to be held on March 19, 1998 during the Permitting and Enforcement Committee meeting. 


The working group will meet on February 11, 1998 to discuss the “separated for reuse” definition in the proposed regulations. Questions? Contact Allison Reynolds at (916) 255-3846 or via e-mail at areynolds@ciwmb.ca.gov.
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The LEA Support Services Section is hosting a meeting to discuss the “Reuse Definition” for the proposed transfer/processing regulations. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11, 1998 from 9:00 to 1:00 in the large P&E conference room at 8950 Cal Center Drive, Room 140.  For more information contact Allison Reynolds at (916) 255-3846.





Nonhazardous Ash Regulations 


The nonhazardous ash regulations were filed with the Secretary of State on September 26, 1997 and were effective immediately. A LEA Advisory, Procedures for Handling Land Application of Nonhazardous Ash is currently in draft form pending input from agricultural commissioners and the Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA). The advisory should be available to LEAs in late January or early February 1998, barring any new developments, and will be jointly signed by Dorothy Rice and CDFA Undersecretary A.J. Yates.  Copies of the final nonhazardous ash regulations will be included in the advisory mailing.  


Questions? Contact Allison Reynolds at (916) 255-3846 or via e-mail at areynold@ciwmb.ca.gov.


The New Farm and Ranch Cleanup Program �SB 1330


In October 1997 the Governor signed SB 1330, creating a new remediation program at the CIWMB.  This new program, the Solid Waste Farm and Ranch Cleanup and Abatement Grant Program, was designed to pay for the cleanup of solid waste dumped on farm and ranch property where the property owner is an innocent party. The program is to be funded using a mix of money from the Integrated Waste Management Account, the Tire Recycling Management Fund, and the Used Oil Recycling Fund. Total funds available for grants may be as much as $1,000,000 per year, depending on the amount transferred from the three funding sources. Under the bill, grants are to be made to cities and counties for the purposes of cleanup, with the maximum amount granted to any single city or county set at $50,000, and the maximum per project set at $10,000. Scott Walker of the Remediation, Closure, and Technical Services Branch will be managing this new program. Staff is currently setting up the program, and hope to be able to start evaluating potential projects by July 1998. Stay tuned for further information. Questions? Call Scott Walker at �(916) 255-1198.


�Money Matters


Available Grants


Waste Tire Enforcement Grant 


This program is being offered to LEAs and cities and counties with the appropriate regulatory authority within the city/county government. The CIWMB is offering $400,000 for the FY 1997/98. Under this grant program it will be the responsibility of the grantee to conduct waste tire facility (WTF) inspections of those facilities that accept or store more than 500 waste tires at one location and/or conduct WTF surveys.


The intent of the program is to:


Implement an effective inspection and compliance program at the local level that will provide guidance to facility operators, and if necessary, take the initial enforcement actions to remediate threats to the public health, safety, and the environment.


Develop an extensive list of those WTFs that fall under CIWMB jurisdiction.  Questions? Contact Jo Segovia at (916) 255-3825 or via e-mail at jsegovia@ciwmb.ca.gov or Diane Vlach at (916) 255-3852 or via e-mail at dvlach@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Local Government Waste Tire Cleanup 


This matching grant program is now taking applications through Friday, February 20, 1998 for fiscal year 1997/98. Total funding allocated is $200,000 and maximum funding allowed per successful grantee is $50,000. For detailed information, please contact See Chuan Lee at (916) 255-1199 or via e-mail at slee@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Enforcement Assistance Grant (EAG) 


Reminder to LEAs that the final accountings for the 1996/1997 EAG are past due and need to be submitted by May 1, 1998 in order to process payments for the remaining 10 percent. Questions?  Contact Marc Arico at (916) 255-2401 or via e-mail at marico@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Methods for Funding Solid Waste Management Systems


As we all know, operators of landfills must demonstrate the financial ability to pay for closure and postclosure maintenance. If an operator has not provided adequate financial assurances for closure and postclosure maintenance they can not obtain a new, revised, or modified Solid Waste Facility Permit. One of the strategies identified in the CIWMB’s 1997 Strategic Plan is to “update all solid waste facility permits (older than five years as of January 1997) by July 1998…to support compliance with State law.” 


To reach this goal, all operators of landfills in California will need to be in compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements for demonstrating financial mechanisms for closure and postclosure maintenance. We researched the methods used for funding solid waste hauling and disposal to help all of the parties better understand the issues.  It is hoped that this information will help affected parties in their discussions of the options available for obtaining adequate funding. 


There are a number of methods used by cities and counties to fund solid waste hauling and disposal. These funding methods will vary depending where and how solid waste is disposed. However, there are four main methods used for funding solid waste activities.  The four basic sources of funding are:


Tipping/gate fees at landfills.


General fund moneys �(usually generated by property taxes).


Parcel fees.


User fees.


While these are the most commonly used methods, there are a number of other methods that can be used. Some of these are franchise fees, license and permit fees, special assessments, refuse transportation fees, and    AB 939 surcharges. 


There are many different combinations of these methods that are utilized by local governments. Some of the basic methods of funding have limitations. Since the passage of Proposition 13, the amount of general fund (property tax) money available has been limited. Proposition 218, which became effective July 1, 1997, have made it more difficult for local government to increase parcel fees and property taxes to pay for solid waste activities.  Proposition 218 requires that except for fees for sewer, water, and refuse collection services, no property-related fee or charge shall be imposed or increased without approval of a majority of property owners.


If you would like to obtain additional information, the source reduction and recycling element (SRRE) of the county integrated waste management plan (CIWMP) contains a section on funding. The SRRE’s show current methods for funding solid waste and also list how the jurisdiction will fund AB 939 programs. 


In addition, the EPA publishes a bulletin titled Full Cost Accounting for Municipal Solid Waste Management: A Handbook. The publication is EPA 530-R-95-041, dated September 1997, available from the US EPA, (5305), Washington, D.C. 20460. The LEA Support/Rural Assistance Section staff is available to further research additional funding for your jurisdiction. For questions regarding this article, please contact Russ Kanz at �(916) 255-3858 or via e-mail at rkanz@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Training


Title 27—LEA / RWQCB Workshops


Dates and locations for spring 1998 will be announced. Contact: Sharon Anderson (916) 255-2379 or via the net at sanderso@ciwmb.ca.gov.


April 1998 Symposium: Landfill Gas Regulation, Assessment, and Management


The comprehensive landfill gas event that you have been waiting to hear more about is now scheduled for April 8 and 9, 1998 at the Ontario Convention Center in Ontario, California.  This two-day symposium is sponsored by the CIWMB, the California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health, and the Association of Engineering Geologists, Sacramento Section.


The symposium focus will involve regulatory aspects of landfill gas monitoring and control. Some specific topics on the symposium agenda are Risk Assessment and Health and Safety Concerns; Monitoring at Active, Closed, Illegal, or Abandoned Sites; NSPS/EG Rule; Use of Landfill Gas Monitoring Data for Detecting Subsurface Landfill Fires; and Conducting of Monitoring and Sampling in Homes and Businesses.  


Speakers on these topics will include representatives from the following interests: LEAs, AQMDs, the CIWMB, the CARB, the USEPA, and industry. The symposium will include a panel discussion of landfill gas issues and community encroachment. Attendees will learn about advances and innovative technologies in landfill gas control, and will be given the opportunity to evaluate landfill gas monitoring, collection, and control systems. Since the event is open to all interested individuals, attendees will have the opportunity to share information on all aspects of landfill gas management.  Because of limited funds, the fee for only the first 50 LEA registrants will be covered by the CIWMB. LEAs registering after the first 50 must pay the $95.00 registration fee from their own funds. All late registrants, after March 15, 1998, will be required to pay a late registration fee of $150.00. Checks should be made out to the Association of Engineering Geologists.  


Detailed agenda and registration materials will be sent to all LEA jurisdictions by January 1998. Contact Robert Anderson, at (916) 255-1301 or via e-mail at randerso@ciwmb.ca.gov for more details.


“Something in the Air?”�Odor Detection and Analysis Training (SB 675)


�St. Croix Sensory Labs will be instructing a comprehensive one day training in odor sensation and measurement with an emphasis on organic material recycling activities. The training is being sponsored by CIWMB and the Association of Compost Producers (ACP) and will be held in Southern California on March 10, 1998 and in the Bay area on March 12, 1998. 


The training will include fundamental information on odors, their chemical components, and the basics of odor dispersion patterns. The course will also teach the use of meteorological data to estimate and control odors. 


In addition to increasing the LEAs’ understanding of the scientific parameters of odors, this training is being offered to assist with implementation of SB 675 (Costa). This bill was passed as an urgency statute, taking effect on October 8, 1997. SB 675 continues, for another four years, the air pollution control districts and air quality management districts responsibility to refer investigation of odors emanating directly from compost facilities and operations to the appropriate enforcement agency within 24 hours.  The bill requires, in part, that the CIWMB convene a working group before April 1, 1998 to develop recommendations on odor measurement and thresholds, complaint response procedures, and enforcement tools for effective handling of odor complaints by April 1, 1999.  


The training will be an asset to all of you who may be involved or have an interest in the continued role of LEAs in addressing odor complaints. The CIWMB has established a priority strategy to reduce the amount of organics in the waste stream. Effective management and regulation of odors will contribute to the success of meeting this priority. For information regarding this training, look for a formal announcement in the mail and/or contact Rachel Morton at (714) 449-7079 or via e-mail at rmorton@ciwmb.ca.gov. For information on the odor workgroup, contact Jeff Watson at �(916) 255-3850 or via e-mail at jwatson@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Interest-Based Conflict Management





�


You may at first glance think that IBCM might have something to do with inter-continental missiles.  Interest-Based Conflict Management (IBCM) may not have the explosive power of a missile, but it certainly contains the tools to handle escalating conflicts.  As part of Partnership 2000, CIWMB will be sponsoring a series of pilot workshops in Spring, 1998, to provide interested LEAs and its own staff with the skills used to negotiate workable solutions to situations where seemingly insurmountable opposing positions exists.  These skills will enhance participant’s abilities to find ways to meet everyone’s underlying interests and to find a win-win agreement.  These skills will work with operators, CIWMB, members of the public, bosses or co-workers. Look for additional information soon, or call Mark de Bie at (916) 255-4164 or via e-mail at mdebie@ciwmb.ca.gov.


Training and Assistance �from the P&I Branch


A Message to LEAs �from the P&I Branch Manager


R


ecent restructuring of the P&E Division included consolidation of permitting, inspection, enforcement assistance, and CEQA functions into the Permitting and Inspection Branch (P&I). The state has been divided into three regions, Region 1 (north), Region 2 (central) and Region 3 (south). 


Each LEA jurisdiction has a contact for permitting, inspections, and enforcement and a CEQA contact person. Your contact person for permitting, inspections, and enforcement will process proposed permits, conduct all required state inspections, review your monthly inspection reports and any draft notice and orders, provide enforcement guidance, and assist you with permitting, inspection, or enforcement issues.  The CEQA contact will be primarily working on CEQA documents that are related to facility permits.


Your CIWMB contact is available to assist you with your training needs whether they are with inspections, enforcement issues, CEQA issues or processing permits.  They can conduct “hands on,” one-on-one training and/or assist you in any of these areas at your request.  Sessions may include the operator as appropriate. 


When processing solid waste facility permits, the goal is to work with you in the early stages of the project to avoid any last minute surprises and to streamline the processing of the permit at the CIWMB level. I encourage you to call your P&I Branch contact for this type of assistance. 


Don Dier  Jr. (916) 255-2453


Proposed Training Schedule


A draft proposed training schedule was sent to all LEA jurisdictions in September and has been shared for comment at LEA Round Tables.  Please note:  this proposed schedule is subject to change. Any comments should be sent to Mark de Bie at 


(916) 255-4164


Proposed Schedule


March 10 and 12—Organic Material Recycling and Odor Issues


Two training sessions will be held, March 10 in Los Angeles area and March 12 in the Bay area. Focus will be on existing technology for odor detection and analysis, including odor chemistry and dispersion patterns. Spaces are limited, please register early. 


April 8 and 9—Landfill Gas Symposium


This two-day symposium will be held in Ontario. It will include presentations from U.S. EPA and other experts in the fields of landfill gas generation, monitoring, control, and use, as well as hands-on training and workshops. Spaces are limited, please register early.


�Spring 1998—Interest Based Conflict Management Training


A series of multiple-day training for LEAs and CIWMB staff covering the methods and skills for interest based conflict management of specific problems identified prior to the sessions.  Developed as part of the Partnership 2000 agreement.


Spring 1998—Title 27 Regulations Workshops


Workshops open to LEA, RWQCB, and CIWMB staff covering requirements in Title 27, implementation discussion with focus on LEA/RWQCB issues, and resolution development.


June 1998—CEQA


August 1998—Regulations


Fall 1998—LEA/CIWMB Conference


Winter 1998-1999—Organic Material Recycling


Spring 1999—Permits


Summer 1999—Facility Standards (SMS) 


Fall 1999—LEA/CIWMB Conference


Winter 1999-2000—Closure


Newsletter Title Contest


We would like to rename this newsletter with a title that represents what we want it to provide to you.


Please submit your suggestions to Dorothy Rice/Tom Unsell by fax at (916) 255-4216. Entries will be published in the next edition of the newsletter. More details to follow in the next edition.
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“…the conference for me signaled both the end of an era and the beginning of a new one…”


Ralph Chandler
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Welcome Aboard!


This newsletter was created to provide:


Updates on solid waste enforcement issues and legislation.


Information and progress on the Round Table issues and other issues of concern to LEAs.


LEA source of information on CIWMB training and events.


What’s new in the Permitting and Enforcement Division.


Happy Reading!  We value your input!  Any questions or comments regarding the newsletter?  Call Tom Unsell or �Sue Happersberger at (916) 255-2298.











