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Waste Reduction in Tehama County
A Model for Local Government Recycling and Waste Reduction
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Overview

Communities in rural areas face special challenges in their efforts to meet the requirements of the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939, Sher, Chapter 1095, Statutes of 1989 as amended [IWMA]). The scattered population can make efficient collection of trash, recyclables, and yard debris difficult. Rural communities are often far from processors and markets for recyclables and yard debris, and their waste prevention budget may be limited. They must often rely on a small staff to keep abreast of regulatory requirements and administer complex programs. Open burning and illegal dumping are common issues in rural communities. Despite these handicaps, in 1999 Tehama County achieved a 43 percent reduction of total waste generation (see figure 1).

Tehama County is a rural county located in Northern California along the Interstate 5 corridor. The county includes the cities of Corning, Red Bluff, Tehama, and the unincorporated area of the county (Uninc.-Tehama). The primary industries in the county are agriculture, manufacturing, and retail trade. In 1997 Tehama County’s unemployment rate was 9.4 percent, almost one-third higher than the state as a whole. Much of the unemployment is due to job losses in the timber industry, historically Tehama County’s primary industry.

Before 1997, the Tehama County jurisdictions had done little comprehensive solid waste data collection, planning, or program implementation. The Tehama County-Red Bluff Landfill did not have scale facilities, and the facility’s contracted operator had created an unpermitted expansion. None of the jurisdictions had approved integrated waste management plans as required by the IWMA.

Tehama County residents had very limited recycling services available to them. Trash contractors offered customers weekly collection of up to five trash containers, but the curbside recycling program collected only beverage containers and did not serve all residents. Looming deadlines to meet the diversion requirements of the IWMA and environmental concerns over the landfill caused jurisdictions to act.

To address their concerns, the jurisdictions created a regional agency—Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency (TCSLA)—and entered into new franchise agreements with private haulers to provide recycling, yard debris, and trash collection. The Tehama County-City of Red Bluff Landfill Management Agency (TC/RBLMA) installed new scales at the landfill, negotiated a new contract for its operation, and required its contracted operator to establish a yard debris and recycling drop-off site at the landfill. In 1998 the county achieved a remarkable 43 percent reduction of total waste generation.

As of February 2000, the TCSLA has not completed 1999 diversion calculations but believes its diversion rate increased during the year. In 1997 Tehama County reported a negative diversion rate using 1990 as its base year. Diversion data is based on Tehama County’s revised based year of 1998. Comparison data for 1997 and 1998 diversion rates are not available.

Residential waste diversion in Tehama County has increased since pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) trash rates began in three of the county’s four jurisdictions. Collection of more materials for recycling and expanded yard debris recovery options have also helped. The franchised trash hauler serving the unincorporated areas of the county collects trash and recyclables or yard debris at the same time.

Corning requires single-family households to subscribe to curbside services, but the other jurisdictions allow residents to self-haul materials to the landfill or transfer stations. Tehama County’s three transfer stations also serve as drop-off stations for recyclables and yard debris. The sites accept the same materials collected in the GreenWaste of Tehama curbside recycling and yard debris collection programs. Self-haul customers can also drop off recyclables and yard debris at the Tehama County-Red Buff Landfill, but these drop-off facilities are located past the landfill scale house and site users must pay the same tip fee for recyclables and yard debris as trash.

Financial incentives stimulate increased commercial recycling in Tehama County. The franchised waste hauler serving Uninc.-Tehama, and the cities of Tehama and Red Bluff, offer commercial customers collection of recyclables at half the cost it charges for trash service of the same volume and collection frequency. Corning’s franchised hauler offers its commercial customers free recycling services.

The county achieves additional landfill diversion through salvage operations at the landfill. GreenWaste of Tehama—the contracted landfill operator—salvages appliances and scrap metal, construction and demolition debris, yard debris for composting, and carpet padding from the landfill for recycling and reuse. In 1998 these salvage operations diverted 1,170 tons of material from landfill disposal. 

The TCSLA has also implemented household hazardous waste collection, an illegal dumping cleanup and prevention program, and a buy-recycled procurement policy as part of its integrated waste management program.

Creation of a regional agency has benefited Tehama County jurisdictions. Since the four jurisdictions agreed to develop similar waste management systems, the agency reduced administrative costs by assuming planning, grant applications, and reporting. The agency guaranteed one contractor “curbside to closure” responsibility for waste from three jurisdictions along with the associated economies of scale. It negotiated a contract that requires the company to cover development costs for a regional materials



recovery facility (MRF) and a composting facility. None of the participating jurisdictions had the capital or expertise to develop similar facilities before forming a regional agency.

Program Characteristics

The county has numerous agencies and contractors responsible for oversight and delivery of solid waste management services.

The Tehama County-City of Red Bluff Landfill Management Agency owns the Tehama County-Red Bluff Landfill. The agency contracts with GreenWaste of Tehama for operation of the landfill. This contract also requires GreenWaste to build a materials recovery facility and compost facility at the landfill site, and open and close the next phase of the landfill. The agency’s staff operates the landfill scales, billing services, and reporting. The TC/RBLMA charges a tip fee of $33.74 per ton at the landfill. Of this, the agency pays $28.78 per ton to GreenWaste for landfill operations.

The Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency was formed in 1989 when the four Tehama County jurisdictions entered into a joint powers agreement. This agency was created solely to collect and oversee a fund for closure and post-closure expenses at the Tehama County-Red Bluff Landfill.

In September 1997 the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) recognized TCSLA as a regional agency. TCSLA currently serves as the planning and reporting agency for the entire county under the IWMA. It also administers the fund for closure of the first phase of the landfill, and it performs waste diversion outreach and education. The agency is funded from a solid waste fee assessed on local property taxes. The Tehama County Solid Waste Department oversees franchised waste management services for Uninc.-Tehama and the City of Tehama and three transfer stations located in rural areas of the county. The Solid Waste Department contracts with GreenWaste of Tehama for operation of the three transfer stations.

The cities of Red Bluff and Corning retain individual authority to enter into their own collection agreements for recycling and trash.

The Tehama County Solid Waste Department and the City of Red Bluff granted exclusive franchises to GreenWaste of Tehama for the provision of residential and commercial waste management services, including curbside collection of recyclables, yard debris, and trash.

Corning granted an exclusive franchise to Corning Disposal (owned by Waste Management, Inc.) to provide residential and commercial curbside recycling, yard debris, and trash services. Residents pay haulers directly for services. The contractors in all four jurisdictions serve residents of buildings with four or fewer units in their residential programs; residents in buildings with more living units are served in commercial programs.

Local Government Rules and Policies 

Tehama County jurisdictions do not regulate individuals’ household waste. None of the jurisdictions have mandatory source separation or recycling requirements aimed at residents. Corning requires single-family households to subscribe to curbside services, but the other jurisdictions allow residents to self-haul materials to the landfill or transfer stations.

Tehama County jurisdictions control waste management programs through their franchise agreements with haulers. For example, franchise agreements between GreenWaste and Tehama County/City of Red Bluff require the hauler to provide residential trash customers with recycling and yard debris collection at no additional cost. GreenWaste collects trash, recyclables, and yard debris using dual-collection vehicles, provides carts and bins for trash and recyclables, and collects bulky goods like appliances. The hauler sets PAYT trash fees and specifies the materials accepted for recycling. Finally, GreenWaste must develop and implement an education program about the county’s residential waste programs.

Residential Trash Services

GreenWaste collects residential trash weekly. The company uses semi-automated dual-collection trucks to collect materials at curbside. These trucks are split into two compartments. Collection crews place trash in one side. The other compartment is used for either recyclables or yard debris, which GreenWaste collects on alternate weeks. GreenWaste also provides an annual curbside collection of bulky items and an annual drop-off event for bulky items. 

GreenWaste began using variable can rates for trash in 1998. Before PAYT, each household customer in Uninc.-Tehama and the cities of Red Bluff and Tehama could dispose of up to five containers of trash each week. Under the new system, residents can one 32-gallon, 64-gallon, or 96-gallon trash container per weekly collection. As of February 2000, 32 percent of customers subscribed to the 32-gallon service.

Corning Disposal charges households $13.41 per month for weekly trash collection, alternate week recycling and yard debris collection, and monthly bulk item collection. The company provides most customers with a standard 96-gallon toter for trash. (Corning Disposal offers seniors a 32-gallon weekly toter service for $5.65 per month, or bag service for $2.50 per bag.)

The Tehama County Solid Waste Department owns three transfer stations (Manton, Mineral, and Payne’s Creek) in rural areas throughout the county. GreenWaste of Tehama operates the transfer stations under contract. The sites are staffed and open 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Sunday through Tuesday. Use of the Mineral and Payne’s Creek sites is limited to Tehama County residents. Residents of both Tehama and Shasta Counties can use the Manton Station. Self-haul trash customers pay $5.45 per cubic yard for use of these stations.


Residential Waste Reduction

Residential Waste Prevention, Reuse, and Source Reduction

TCSLA promotes backyard composting. The first backyard composting program began in 1995 and was funded by a State grant. Under this program, the county distributed low-cost compost bins and brochures on composting to interested residents. The county has also partnered with a local newspaper to promote home composting. The newspaper published an article on composting and distributed bins provided by the county to residents free of charge. As of February 2000, Tehama County has distributed approximately 100 free and low-cost compost bins to residents.

GreenWaste of Tehama targets appliances collected in its bulky waste programs or those delivered to the landfill for recovery. GreenWaste sells working and repairable items to local used appliance outlets.

TCSLA established an ABOP (antifreeze, batteries, oil, and paint) collection point at the landfill. The agency allows residents to take paint left by other residents for reuse. 

PAYT trash fees, now in effect in Uninc.-Tehama and the cities of Tehama and Red Bluff, serve as economic incentives for residents to reduce trash disposal. Because GreenWaste does not track or report residential trash generation separate from commercial trash, the county does not have data on reductions in residential trash. But the PAYT system seems to be reducing trash generation. Recycling in Uninc.-Tehama and the City of Tehama increased from 554 tons in the last half of 1998 to 703 tons in the first six months of 1999.

Besides county reuse programs, many independent thrift stores offer Tehama County residents the opportunity to reuse clothing, furniture, books, and other household items.

Recyclables Collection

During 1998 and 1999, new contracts required residential haulers in Tehama County to offer new services to their customers. Uninc.-Tehama and the City of Tehama expanded their list of materials accepted for recycling in July 1998, when their new collection contract took effect.

Corning and Red Bluff added materials to their recycling programs in November 1998. In addition to beverage containers, the new curbside recycling programs accept paper products and other containers. Uninc.-Tehama and the cities of Tehama and Red Bluff began offering residential yard debris collection at the same time they began their expanded recycling programs. Corning began offering curbside yard debris collection services in April 1999.

In its service area, GreenWaste of Tehama collects residential recyclables and yard debris on alternating weeks. GreenWaste uses semi-automated dual-collection trucks for collection of recyclables, yard debris, and trash. A single crew member drives the truck and collects materials. The trucks are split into two compartments. The collector places trash in one side. The other side is used for recyclables or yard debris, as appropriate. GreenWaste provides two 18-gallon recycling bins to its customers. The company will provide additional containers upon customer request. 

At curbside, GreenWaste accepts the following:

· Metal cans (including aerosols).

· Juice boxes.

· Milk cartons.

· Plastic bags.

· All resin numbers one through seven (#1–#7) plastic containers.

· Scrap metal (including aluminum foil and pans, frozen juice lids, empty paint cans, pots, pans, and small metal appliances).

· Glass bottles and jars.

· Mixed paper (including boxboard, brown bags, catalogs, colored paper, computer paper, construction paper, envelopes, mail, magazines, egg cartons, telephone directories, and white paper).

· Newspaper.

· Corrugated cardboard.

· Used motor oil and oil filters.

· Water-based paint.

Residents must place used motor oil in a translucent screw-top jug (GreenWaste provides containers upon request) and drained oil filters in clear leak-proof bags. Water-based paint must be in its original container with a lid and set next to recycling bins. Residents commingle all other recyclables in their recycling bins.

Of the households in buildings with four or fewer units in the GreenWaste service area, 65 percent of those in Uninc.-Tehama and the City of Tehama and 80 percent of those in the City of Red Bluff subscribe to curbside collection services.

PAYT trash fees serve as an incentive for GreenWaste customers to maximize recycling. Customers who recycle may be able to save money by subscribing to a smaller garbage service.

The 1998 addition of materials to the collection program allowed residents to divert a significant portion of their waste streams from disposal. In the first half of 1999, corrugated cardboard, mixed paper, and newspapers accounted for more than 75 percent of the recyclables collected by Green-Waste.

Corning Disposal provides every other week recycling collection to the 1,550 Corning households residing in buildings with four or fewer units. The households receive trash collection Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday and recycling or yard debris collection Thursday or Friday.

Corning Disposal provides all households with two 18-gallon recycling bins and accepts the following at curbside:

· All plastic containers.

· Glass bottles and jars.

· Newspaper.

· Magazines and mail.

· Office paper.

· Metal cans.

· Waste oil and used oil filters.

Residents must place used motor oil in a translucent screw-top jug (Corning Disposal provides containers upon request) and drained oil filters in clear leak-proof bags. Residents commingle all other recyclables in their recycling bins. Single-person crews collect recyclables from the curb in recycling trucks with compartments. The collector sorts materials into three compartments of the truck during his route: one for paper, one for glass, and one for beverage containers and plastics.

Corning Disposal’s residential trash fees include recycling at no extra charge. Residents who do not recycle do not receive a rate reduction. Further-more, all Corning households are required to contract for trash services. Corning’s residents are encouraged to recycle, since they pay for the service whether they use it or not.

Yard Debris Collection

GreenWaste collects yard debris simultaneously with trash on alternate weeks. Residents may set out unlimited amounts of yard debris—including grass clippings, leaves, and brush in labeled cans and/or biodegradable bags. Residents may bundle and tie brush and set it beside their cans or bags. The GreenWaste PAYT trash fees encourage residents to divert yard debris rather than pay to dispose of it.

Corning Disposal provides its residential customers with a 96-gallon cart for yard debris. It collects yard debris on Thursdays or Fridays, on alternate weeks from recycling collection. A single-person crew collects yard debris in an automated side-loading truck. As with recycling, Corning residents pay for yard debris collection whether they use it or not.

Drop-off Recycling and Composting Opportunities

Tehama County’s three transfer stations also serve as drop-off stations for recyclables and yard debris. The sites accept the same materials collected in the GreenWaste curbside recycling and yard debris collection programs.

GreenWaste also operates drop-off facilities for recyclables and yard debris at the Tehama County-Red Bluff Landfill. These drop-off facilities are located past the landfill scale house and site users must pay the same tip fee for recyclables and yard debris as trash.

Two new recycling opportunities, an ABOP (anti-freeze, batteries, oil, and paint) container and a lube rack, were added at the Tehama County Landfill in 1998. The ABOP program accepts antifreeze, automobile batteries, used motor oil, and water-based paint for recycling. A private company built the lube rack using grant funding awarded by the CIWMB. County residents can use the rack for doing their own oil changes. The site has collection bins for used motor oil and filters.

In addition to public drop-off opportunities, eight State-certified private buyback centers operate in Tehama County. All of these facilities accept beverage containers; some also accept corrugated cardboard, paper, and glass.

Processing and Marketing of Recyclables

As of February 2000, GreenWaste of Tehama hauls recyclables to a private MRF in San Leandro, more than 100 miles away. GreenWaste is constructing its own MRF at the Tehama County Landfill and intends to have the facility operational by July 2000. The new facility will have a capacity of more than 150 tons per day and will use magnets and air classifiers to remove metal and plastics. Workers will sort remaining materials manually.

Corning Disposal delivers its recyclables to a Waste Management-owned MRF in Butte County, approximately 20 miles away. Workers manually sort recyclables at this facility. 

Yard Debris Processing

GreenWaste processes yard debris at the Tehama County Landfill. At this site, GreenWaste grinds the debris. It sells wood chips to a local co-generation facility for use as fuel. GreenWaste uses other ground yard debris as alternative daily cover at the landfill.

GreenWaste is developing a composting facility at the landfill. The company planned to have the facility on line by July 2000. At the planned six-acre site, GreenWaste will be permitted to have up to 2,500 cubic yards of material at any time. GreenWaste plans to compost yard debris in turned windrows. Under the terms of their contracts, GreenWaste will provide 10 percent of its finished compost to the cities of Red Bluff and Tehama, and Uninc.-Tehama at no charge. GreenWaste plans to market the remaining compost.

Corning Disposal delivers its yard debris to Waste Management Inc. facilities in Butte County. Waste Management tub-grinds and converts materials to static pile windrows.

Commercial Waste Reduction Programs

Waste Prevention, Reuse, and Source Reduction Programs

TCSLA’s Solid Waste Director promotes business waste reduction by providing technical assistance and business waste assessments. As of February 2000, he had completed waste assessments at approximately 10 of the county’s largest businesses. The TCSLA advertises the waste assessment program on local radio.

Recycling

GreenWaste offers recycling services to its commercial trash customers for half the cost it charges for trash service of the same volume and collection frequency. GreenWaste provides weekly collection of two recycling bins, plus free additional containers upon request at no charge to small business customers using a 32-, 64-, or 96-gallon trash toter.

Corning Disposal offers free recycling to its commercial trash customers.

TCSLA’s Solid Waste Director reports that business participation in recycling is low, but it has increased significantly. Before the new county contracts took effect, the commercial haulers offered only cardboard recycling. The recycling rate for commercial trash customers was about 10 percent. Under the new contracts, the haulers accept most of the same materials for recycling from commercial accounts as from those in residential accounts. As of March 2000, approximately 35 percent of county businesses participate in recycling.

Organics Programs

GreenWaste and Corning Disposal provide yard debris collection services for their commercial customers upon request. Very few customers take advantage of these services.

Construction and Demolition Debris Recovery Programs

GreenWaste waives its portion of the landfill tip fee on concrete and asphalt. The company uses these materials for road base, winter deck material, and erosion/runoff control projects at the landfill. Landfill staff break up large pieces of rubble with a bulldozer. 

The communities in Tehama County recycle construction and demolition (C&D) debris from road projects. Red Bluff uses ground asphalt as road base. The Corning Department of Public Works uses waste concrete for erosion control. The Tehama County Road Department pulverizes asphalt and uses it as road subbase. The communities do not track the tonnage of this material, so it is not included in 1998 diversion figures.

One private Tehama County business, Richfield Recycles, recycles concrete and asphalt. The company uses the material for road base.

Other Programs

At the landfill, GreenWaste salvages appliances and scrap metal from self-haul customers and from its bulky item collection programs. GreenWaste sells some appliances to local businesses for repair and reuse, and sells scrap metal to a dealer for recycling.

GreenWaste also salvages carpet padding and tires from the landfill. It delivers the padding to a recycler in Butte County, which uses the padding to make new carpet padding. The company stockpiles tires and chooses among several recycling options based on market prices. GreenWaste has at times shredded used tires for use as alternate daily cover at the landfill or sent tires to private recyclers. The company has also sent tires to Calaveras Cement, a local company that burns tires as fuel.

All Tehama County schools have recycling programs for office paper. TCSLA provides recycling and composting assistance to schools that request it. The schools use various haulers. One local company, North Valley Services, collects paper from schools for free. Most county schools also grasscycle or compost yard trimmings. Some schools vermicompost cafeteria food discards. TCSLA donated bins for vermicomposting to three local schools.

Education and Publicity

Both Corning Disposal and GreenWaste of Tehama have established outreach programs aimed at local schools. Staff from both companies visit schools to give presentations and equipment demonstrations.

TCSLA advertises its recycling and source reduction programs in the local newspaper. It also sets up booths to promote recycling at community events, fairs, and other local events. In addition, it has established an award program to recognize source reduction efforts of residents, schools, and other institutions. Another awards program recognizes business organizations’ source reduction and recycling efforts.

Volunteer citizens started the Recycling Task Force in 1989 to assist TCSLA’s education efforts. Task Force members speak to civic groups, staff displays at community events, organize media campaigns, and assist in program monitoring and development.

Tehama County focuses solid waste education efforts at students in the elementary and high school grades. Both haulers and county staff make presentations to classes upon request. In addition, TCSLA sent a sample copy of Closing the Loop, the State’s recycling curriculum, to all schools and asked teachers to attend one of the accompanying workshops.

TCSLA (www.tco.net/~tclp) provides information on Tehama County’s solid waste programs, plans, and elements. The Web site tracks progress made toward achieving waste reduction goals.

Expanding Demand

TCSLA, Uninc.-Tehama, and the cities of Tehama and Red Bluff have all adopted similar procurement policies to encourage source reduction and recycling. TCSLA’s policy directs that products manufactured with recycled material are preferred over goods made strictly with virgin material. The policy states when a recycled-content item is difficult to procure, the purchasing record must include an explanation to that effect. In 1998, all of the paper used by the TCSLA had 30 percent or greater recycled content.

TCSLA staff have worked to attract businesses using recycled feedstock to the area but the county has no formal loan or grant program and is not part of a Recycling Markets Development Zone.

Costs, Economics, and Benefits

Costs

All of the Tehama County jurisdictions contract with private companies to provide trash collection and disposal services. They also provide recycling and yard debris collection, processing, and marketing services. The jurisdictions incur no costs for these functions. Residents pay directly for these services.

TCSLA incurs costs for data collection, contract and grant oversight, program planning and administration, and education. TCSLA operates its budget as an enterprise fund.

TC/RBLMA staff operate the landfill scale and perform billing. The agency pays GreenWaste on a per ton basis for operating the landfill. GreenWaste provides all equipment used at the landfill.

Prior to creating a regional agency and implementing expanded recycling and composting opportunities, residents of Tehama County paid an annual $13.50 solid waste fee assessment on their property tax. As of March 2000, the assessment had not increased. In addition, residents pay haulers directly for curbside collection services. In 1997, residents of Uninc.-Tehama-and the cities of Tehama and Red Bluff-paid $12.38 per month for weekly collection of up to five cans and recycling of limited materials. Under the PAYT system, residents who cut their trash to 32 gallons or less each week can now pay less for the expanded services.

In 1997, residents of Corning who had curbside trash collection paid their hauler $10.94 per month for trash collection only. In February 2000, Corning required residents to contract for curbside trash, recycling, and yard debris collection at a cost of $14.13 per month. These residents receive alternate week collection of yard debris and recyclables for only $3.24 more per month than they paid for trash collection alone in 1997.

Funding Mechanisms

TCSLA funding comes from solid waste fee assessments on property taxes and grant funding from the CIWMB and the Department of Conservation’s Division of Recycling.

TC/RBLMA generates revenue from tip fees paid at the landfill and transfer stations.

Each jurisdiction retains the franchise fees that its hauler pays. The communities deposit the fees in their general funds.

Challenges and Opportunities

Before 1997, Tehama County’s jurisdictions were reluctant to form a regional agency. They could not agree on a formula for allocation of civil penalties that could potentially be levied under AB 939. The jurisdictions overcame this obstacle in 1997. The current agreement among TCSLA’s member jurisdictions calls for penalties to be divided according to the percentage of waste delivered to the landfill by each community in the year prior to the time the penalty is incurred.

Another challenge for rural communities in recycling is limited resources for staffing. Unlike large cities that may hire 100 or more waste management staff, small communities often cannot afford even one full-time professional. Hiring staff with broad experience is essential.

For example, some of the job functions of the Director of TCSLA include responsibility for overseeing franchise agreements, writing grant applications and administering grant funds, and providing technical assistance to residents and businesses. The director stated that all job descriptions in the TCSLA are broadly written and include the language “other duties as assigned.”

TCSLA is hoping to improve its programs to handle non-recyclable household hazardous waste (HHW) and tires. The agency recently received State grants to fund a tire amnesty day (no tip fee for disposal) and a HHW disposal facility.

Tips for Replication

· Be aggressive in pursuit of grants.

· Develop commitment among all jurisdictions.

· Establish variable can rates—they are strong incentives to reduce waste.

· Paper products are a significant portion of residential waste. Focus on recovering as much as possible.

· Consider forming a regional agency to consolidate planning, administration, and reporting requirements.

· Exercise control over waste management services through franchise agreements.

For More Information

CIWMB Publications

Many CIWMB publications are available on the Board’s Web site at: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Publications/.

To order hard copy publications, call 1-800-CA-Waste (California only) or (916) 341-6306, or write:

California Integrated Waste Management Board
Public Affairs Office,
Publications Clearinghouse (MS-6)
1001 I Street
P.O. Box 4025 (mailing address)
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025

Contacts 

Robert Kohn, Solid Waste Director, Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency, P.O. Box 8549, Red Bluff, CA 96080. (530) 528-1102, Fax (530) 528-9304, Tclp@tco.net.

Michael Gross, General Manager, GreenWaste of Tehama, 625 Charles Street, San Jose, CA 95112. (408) 263-2384.

Myron Holub, Operations Manager, Corning Disposal, 3281 Highway 99W, Corning, CA, 96021. (530) 824-4700.

Pete Harvey, City Manager, City of Red Bluff, P.O. Box 400, Red Bluff, CA 96080.
(530) 527-2605.

Steve Kimbrough, City Manager, City of Corning, 794 3rd Street, Corning, CA 96021.
(530) 824-7033.

Credits/Disclaimer

Kelly Lease of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance prepared this study pursuant to contract IWM-C8028 ($198,633, included other services) with the University of California at Santa Cruz for a series of 24 studies and summaries.


The statements and conclusions in this summary are those of the contractor and not necessarily those of the California Integrated Waste Management Board, its employees, or the State of California. In addition, the data in this report was provided by local sources but not independently verified. The State and its contractors make no warranty, express or implied, and assume no liability for the information contained in this text. Any mention of commercial products, companies, or processes shall not be construed as an endorsement of such products or processes.

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at www.ciwmb.ca.gov.

Figure 1—1998 Tehama County�Landfill Diversion


�
Tons�
�
Recycling and Composting�
21,048�
�
Source Reduction*�
12,366�
�
Total Waste Reduction�
33,414�
�
Disposal�
43,697�
�
Total Generation�
77,111�
�
% Reduced�
43%�
�
Source: Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency, 1999


Note: Data represents total waste generation (residential, commercial, and construction and demolition debris) as reported in the Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency's New Base Year Generation Study (1998) submitted to and approved by the CIWMB. Separate figures for residential waste, commercial waste, and construction and demolition debris are not available.


 * Paper use reduction in City of Corning offices, wood waste reused by local industries, grasscycling of lawns at schools and parks, and reusable goods discarded by a local school and sold through thrift stores and garage sales.





Source: Tehama County Landfill Agency, 1999








Figure 2—Tehama County


Name�
Population (1999)�
�
City of Corning�
6,150�
�
City of Red Bluff�
13,100�
�
City of Tehama�
430�
�
Unincorp.–Tehama�
36,020�
�
Total�
55,700�
�
Source: California State University-Chico, Center for Economic Development, 1999





1998 Tehama County Landfill Diversion�� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Figure 3—1998 Tehama County Landfill Diversion


�
Local Government and Contracted Haulers (Tons)1�
Commercial Self-haul (Tons) �
Landfill (Tons) 2�
Other (Tons)3�
Total (Tons)�
�
Recycling�
3,249�
15,039�
1,069�
1,097�
20,447�
�
Mixed recyclables�
3,247�
14,824�
692�
�
18,763�
�
Redeemed containers�
�
�
�
1,097�
1,097�
�
Corrugated cardboard�
�
62�
�
�
62�
�
Plastic wrap�
�
10�
�
�
10�
�
Metal�
�
38�
�
�
38�
�
Pallets�
�
105�
�
�
105�
�
Concrete/�asphalt�
�
�
370�
�
370�
�
Tires�
2�
�
�
�
2�
�
Composting�
154�
339�
108�
�
601�
�
Yard debris�
154�
�
108�
�
262�
�
Food waste�
�
339�
�
�
339�
�
Source Reduction�
423�
9,217�
�
2,726�
12,366�
�
Paper�
2�
�
�
�
2�
�
Grasscycling�
417�
�
�
�
417�
�
Wood/reuse�
�
9,217�
�
�
9,217�
�
Other reuse�
4�
�
�
2,726�
2,730�
�
Total Waste Reduction�
3,826�
24,595�
1,170�
3,823�
33,414�
�
Disposal�
�
�
�
�
43,697�
�
Total Generation�
�
�
�
�
77,111�
�
% Reduced�
�
�
�
�
43%�
�
Source:  Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency, 1999


Notes:  Figures may not add to total due to rounding.


1  Tonnage includes materials diverted by local government operations and residential and commercial materials collected by franchised haulers. The haulers do not track materials by residential versus commercial origin.


2  Figures represent materials salvaged at the landfill by its operator.


3  Tonnage includes redeemed deposit containers and estimated reuse of materials through thrift stores and yard sales. The Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Management Agency estimates thrift store reuse based on the assumption that the seven stores in Tehama County sell an average of 426 tons of materials per year. TCSLMA estimated yard sale reuse based on the assumption that residents hold an average of eight sales per week and sell and average of 700 pounds of materials.





Figure 4—GreenWaste�Pay-As-You-Throw Rates


Trash Cart Size�
Monthly Fee�
�
32 gallon�
$9.60�
�
64 gallon�
$13.61�
�
96 gallon�
$16.69�
�
Source: Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency, 2000


Note: Fees include weekly collection of trash and recyclables or yard debris. (Residents may purchase tags for extra trash bags. These tags cost $3 and can be used for a single trash bag up to 32 gallons in size.)








Figure 5—Curbside Recyclables�Collected in GreenWaste’s Service Area, �Jan–June 1999


Material�
Tons�
�
Aluminum�
3.3�
�
Plastics�
20.4�
�
Glass�
104.7�
�
Metals�
69.6�
�
Corrugated Cardboard�
136.8�
�
Mixed Paper�
142.9�
�
Newspaper�
142.9�
�
Total�
988.9�
�
Source: Tehama County Sanitary Landfill Agency, 2000
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