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Background
Scrap tires identified by 
Border 2012 NM-Chih. Rural 
Task Force Air Quality 
Subcommittee as a priority in 
October 2004 – e.g., tire fires

Rural Task Force received 
funding from Border 
2012/NMED to address issue



Overview of Project
Scrap tire inventory for 
Palomas and Ascensión
Workshop on Scrap Tire 
Management and Disposal 
– April 2007
Scrap tire clean up – Fall 
2007



Scrap Tire Inventory for 
Palomas and Ascensión

Dr. Alfredo Granados – Universidad 
Autonoma de Ciudad Juarez

Data collection 
–Ascensión - 50 students/5 teachers –

2100 tires (1600 in landfill)
–Palomas – 25 students/6 teachers –

600 tires



Scrap Tire Inventory for 
Palomas and Ascensión

Environmental education 
component
–Learn to use GPS units and GIS 

mapping software
–Awareness of tire problem in 

communities
–Experience talking to community 

members about problem and their 
project



Ascension landfill tire pile





Ascension GIS Map of Scrap Tire 
Locations



Palomas – GIS Map of Scrap Tire 
Locations



Scrap Tire Management and 
Disposal Workshop

3 Components
–Classroom in Palomas
–Presentation in Deming about scrap 

tire cleanup 
–Site visit to Deming baling facility 

and scrap tire bale project
Technical presentations on:
–Tire fire fighting
–Proper tire storage to prevent fires
–Tire management and disposal 

alternatives











Scrap Tire Management and 
Disposal Workshop

Identified local issues/needs:
– Illegal dumping
–Tire fires e.g., Ascensión disposal 

site
–Need for resources for tire fire 

fighting
–Need for financial resources for 

management/disposal of scrap tires
–Need for education





Scrap Tire Management and 
Disposal Workshop

Follow-up actions
–Ascensión tire fire
–Identify resources
–Education
–Incorporating tire 

management/disposal into 
Palomas and Ascensión solid 
waste management/landfill 
projects



Scrap Tire Clean Up
Scrap tire cleanup days for Palomas
and Ascension –November 2007
–Municipio de Ascensión took the lead 
–Secondary schools participated in 

collection
–~4000 tires – Ascension
– ~2000 tires - Palomas
Tires transported to Cementos de 
Chihuahua for incineration - ~6000 
total







Contacts
Toni Duggan, New Mexico Environment 
Department; (505) 827-0559; 
toni.duggan@state.nm.us
Allyson Siwik, U.S. Co-Leader, Border 
2012 New Mexico-Chihuahua Task Force;       
(505) 388-4350; asiwik@zianet.com
Celso Jaquez, Mexican Co-Leader, Border 
2012 New Mexico-Chihuahua Task Force;       
(636) 693-5181; cesdejanos@yahoo.com
Dr. Alfredo Granados, Centro de 
Información Geográfica, Universidad 
Autónoma de Cd. Juarez;   (656) 688-
4858; agranados@uacj.mx
Albino Parra, Scrap Tire Project Assistant;   
(636) 103-6654; aparrah@hotmail.com
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